BOAHD  ACTIOI?  FEBF.UABY  31.  1898. 


In  connection  with  the  action  taken  at  the  last  meeting 
regarding  the  theological  soundness  of  Clerical  Candidates  for 
appointment  as  missionaries,  the  Board  instructed  the  Bbcecutive 
Council  to  use  separate  "blanks  for  candidates  who  expect  to  he  or¬ 
dained  as  ministers,  omitting  questions  13  to  15  inclusive  and 
modifying  question  16  of  the  present  blank,  (see  copy  on  file), 
with  the  understanding  that  this  question  also  be  specially  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  in  connection  with  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods  on  this  general  subject, 
(Minutes  of  General  Assembly,  1898. ) 
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m  Spite  of  that,  Youog  Mr. 
Cochran  Will  Be  Ordained 
^  by  the  Presbytery. 

COilira  AS  A  MISSIONARY  TO'  BIIIN.A. 


Atiensyt  to  Show  tliait  II3s  Belief  Was 
Iteretictil  Xot  liplielil  hy  the  Minis¬ 
ters  and  Eldei-s  on  a  Vote — Over¬ 
ture  for  the  I'uiun  of  the  tlonei'nl 
Asseiuhlies  of  the  Preshyterian 
C'lmrch  A'orth  JinO.  South  Kejecled. 


The  examination  of  Janies  E.  Cochran  in 
theology  formed  an  interesting-  foatme 
of  the  afternoon  session  of  tlie  Prosby- 
tery  of  Morris  and  Orange  yes-terday  af¬ 
ternoon  at  the  Arlington  Avenue  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  Kast  Orange.  Mr.  Coch¬ 
ran’s  examination  consumed  the  greater 
part  of  the  afternoon,  .so  that  it  was  near¬ 
ly  dark  when  tinal  adjournment  was  veacii- 
ed.  Mr.  Cochran  was  put  tlirough  a 
severe  test  and  asked  some  knotty  tlico- 
logical  quc-stioii.s,  some  of  them  being  on 
points  on  which  there  is  a  wide  divergence 
of  opinion  among  the  clergy  of  the  Pres- 
b.vteriaii  denornin-ation.  His  ans-wers  to 
some  of  the  questions  were  un.satisfactory 
to  some  of  the  mint.sters,  and  there  was  a 
determined  opposition  on  the  part  of  some 
to  his  being  ordained,  but  he  was  passed 
by  a  vote  of  46  to  5,  after  all  the 
younger  men  in  the  Prasbytery  liad  .spok¬ 
en  a  word  in  his  favor. 

Mr.  Cochran  intends  goin.g  to  China  this 
summer  as  a  missionary.  He  will  be  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  brother.  Samuel  Coch¬ 
ran,  who  is  going  as  a  medical  missionary. 
Before  sailing  both  j-oung  men  will  be 
married.  James'  Cochran  will  marry  Miss 
Margie  Jenkins,  of  Boonton,  next  month, 
while  his  brother  will  be  married  in  June 
to  Miss  Margie  Watts,  of  Morristown.  The 
young  men  are  the  sons  of  the  late  Rev. 
I.  W.  Cochran,  who  for  seventeen  years 
was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Mendham.  They  are  both  residents  of  that 
ifJace. 

The  examination  in  theology  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rev.  Dr.  John  Fulton  Patter¬ 
son,  of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church, 
Orange,  aided  by  a  large  number  of  the 
other  ministers,  who  interjected  knotty 
ouestions  from  time  to  time.  After  stating 
tTiat  he  v/as  a  graduate  of  Princeton  Uni¬ 
versity  and  had  been  attending  Union 
Theological  Seminary  for  two  and  a  half 
years,  Mr.  Cochran  was  asked  to  define 
theology,  which  he  said  is  the  “science 
of- religion  ’’  and  is  divided  into  “natural 
and  reveared”  theology. 

“What  do  you  believe  the  Scriptures 
reveal  concerning  the  nature  of  God?’’ 
was  the  next  question. 

“Isn’t  that  a  large  question?’’  said  the 
candidate. 

Upon  being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
Mr.  Cochran  replied:  “All  that  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  man  to  know  for  the  purposes  of 
practical  life.’’ 

“Do  you  believe  that  the  Holy  ^Jjost 
is  a  person?’’  was  the  next  interrogatimi, 

“Equally  as  God  and  Christ  are.’’  / 

“What  offices  are  attributed  to  the'HoIy 

I  Mr.  Cochran  replied  that  pracTically 
I  those  of  revelation,  which  in  his  time 
1  Christ  himself  did.  He  answered  in  the 
affirmative  a  question  whether  the  per¬ 
sonality  of  the  Holy,  Ghost  was  clear  to 
mind,  whether  ht  ui  him  as 
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was  conducted  by  Rev.  John  M.  Thomas, 
and  was  brief  and  apparontl5'  satisfac¬ 
tory,  and  then  P.ev.  F.  M.  Bennett  stated 
that  the  candidate’s  theses,  lecture  and 
sermon  submitted  had  been  satisfactory 
and  highly  commended.  Mr.  Cochran  then 
v.'it’adrew,  and  a  long  discussion  followed, 
the  roll  of  clergymen  and  laymen  being 
called  in  order  to  give  to  each  man  an 
opportunity  to  speak  regarding  the  can¬ 
didate.  Rev.  Theodore  N.  White  Rev. 
John  Fulton  Patterson,  Rev.  I.  N.  White, 
Rev.  Dr.  George  H.  Smythe  and  Rev.  E. 
S.  Osberne  objected  to  the  candidate’s  ap¬ 
parent  unsoundne.'ss  regarding  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  the  Scriptures.  .Rev.  Dr.  James  P. 
Riggs  thought  the  candidate  should  have 
repliGd  to  some  of  the  questions  more 
glibly  than  he  did,  but  Dr.  Gpining  and 
others  insisted  that  Mr.  Cochran  had  dem¬ 
on, slrated  that  he  was  desirous  of  being 
perfectly  conscientious,  and  that  Ije  had 
shown  that  he  was  a  thinker  and  student 
rather  tliaii  a  mere  repeater  of  textbook 
definltion.s. 

Rev.  Asa  Wynkoop,  of  South  Orange, 
made  an  impas.sioned  address  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Cochran,  declaring  that  his 
willingnes.?  to  leave  his  native  land  and 
to  work  among  the  Chinese  was  proot 
that  he  -was  a  real  dlsclDle  of  the  Lord, 
and  that  it  would  be  almost  a  disgrace  tc 
reject  the  candido,te. .  Rev.  J.  B.  Beau, 
mont,  the  moderator;  Rev.  Thomas  A. 
Reeves,  Rev.  Chauncej’’  W.  Goodrich  and 
a  number  of  others  spoke  in  a  similar 
strain.  E.  D.  Shepard,  of  South  Orange, 
said  that  if  Mr.  Cochran  was  a  heretic 
he  was  one  too,  and  he  would  have  to 
resign  as  an  elder  in  Trinity  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Upon  a  vote  being  taken,  Mr.  Cochran 
was  passed,  46  to  5,  with  a  number  of  min¬ 
isters  not  voting,  and  a  considerable  num¬ 
ber  having  left  the  Presbytery  before  a 
vote  was  reached. 

Mr.  Cochran  was  then  summoned  into 
the  room  and  was  propounded  the  consti¬ 
tutional  questions  by  Mr.  Goodrich.  It 
was  decided  that  he  should  be  ordained  to 
the  ministry  at  the  First  Church  in  Mend- 
ham  on  April  26,  and  that  the  sermon 
should  be  preached  by  his  uncle.  Rev.  Sam¬ 
uel  Carter,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Nassau, 
with  Rev.  J.  "Wolverton  as  alternate.  Rev. 
G.  P.  Noble  was  assigned  to  make  the 
charge  to  the  minister,  with  Rev.  Thomas 
A.  Reeves  as  alternate,  and  the  ordination 
prayer  will  be  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  Albert 
Erdman. 

An  overture  to  the  General  Assembly 
asking  for  a  union  of  the  Southern  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  with  the  JSTorthern  branch 
was  not  accepted.  Dr.  Spilling  said  he 
doubted  whether  the  overture  w’ould  do 
any  good,  as  the  olive  branch  had  been 
extended  to  the  Southern  churches  for  a 
number  of  years,  but,  in  view  of  the  unit¬ 
ing  of  the  North  and  South  since  the  Span¬ 
ish  war,  the  question  was  a  pertinent  one. 

Another  overture  from  the  Presbytery 
of  Peoria  in  relation  to  a  change  in  the 
manner  of  appointing  committees  provoked 
a  long  discussion,  which  resulted  in  the 
matter  being  laid  over  until  the  June 
meeting.  Dr.  White  declared  that  the  in¬ 
novation  would  result  in  the  Presbyterv 
being  gerrymandered  and  there  would  be 
wire  pulling,  political  caucuses  and  pri¬ 
maries. 

In  the  election  for  commissioners  to  the 
General  Assembly  the  following  were 
chosen:  Rev.  W.  R.  Bennett,  of  Madi.son; 
Rev.  J.  R.  Scofield,  of  Mt,  Olive,  and  Rev. 
S.  J.  McClenaghan,  of  the  Elmwood 
Church,  East  Orange;  alternates.  Rev. 
Charles  Townsend,  of  the  First  Church. 
Orange;  Rev.  Baker  Smith,  of  Fairmount. 
and  Rev.  John  F.  Kern,  of  the  Orange 
Valley  German  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
lay  commissioners  chosen  were;  Henry 
White,  of  5"  '  Orange:  Lewis  Boring,  of 
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was  conduoteO  by  Rev.  Jolin  .M.  Tliomas, 
iuhI  wjiH  brief  anil  uiijmi'cntly  aailafue- 
lory.  ana  then  Rwv.  F.  .M,  Ih'uuetl  ataied 
Unil  tho  onr.'llfliut’s  theses,  loctun*  an'l  , 
hi’innon  aubmlltc-l  had  her  n  satisfactory 
find  liljfhly  comntenilf  tl.  .Mr.  t’oehran  then  ] 
v/itlirtrc\v,  ami  a  long:  discussion  lollowcsi. 
the  roll  of  chTsymon  and  laymen  boln^' 
calk'd  In  order  to  give  to  each  man  an  i 
otinortimlty  to  spcalt  vegurdlnK  the  can-  • 
(hdate.  Uov.  'I'heodoie  N.  White.  Uev. 
John  Pulton  Ratinson.  Uev.  I.  N.  White, 
Uov.  Dr.  Gt'urgo  II.  Sinythc  and  Rev.  !■>. 

A.  f.Asbcrne  objocied  to  the  camUdate  a  aiJ- 
narent  imaoiimlni'.is  regarulng  the  lnai»lra- 
t*on  of  tho  Serljri  nr»!S.  Uev,  Dr.  James  r. 
Riggs  ihyiisni  the  cumlldatfY  should  havo 
reidlcd  to  .some  of  the  questions  more 
glibly  than  he  did.  I)ut  Dr.  aplnlng  and 
others  litflsiod  that  Mr.  Cochran  nad  dem- 
onstrntod  that  he  was  dcalrous  of  being 
iierfectly  conscientious  and  that  he  had 
shown  that  he  was  a  inlnker  and  student 
rather  lhati  a  mere  rcijcatir  of  textbook 
deflnltion.s. 

H<'v.  Asa  Wynkooj).  of  South  Orange, 
mode  fin  inipassigm-d  address  In  favor 
of  Mr.  Cochran,  declaring  that  hi? 
willingness  to  leave  Ills  native  land  and 
to  work  among  the  Chinese  was  proot 
that  ho  was  a  real  disciple  of  the  Dord, 
and  that  it  would  be  almost  a  ulsgr^e  tc 
reject  the  cnndklate.  Rev.  J.  B.  Beau- 
mont,  tho  moderator:  Rev.  Thomas  A 
Reeves,  Rev.  Chauncey*  W.  Goodrich  and 
a  number  of  other.s  spoke  in  a  similar 
strain.  13.  D.  Shepard,  of  South  Orange, 
said  that  If  Mr.  Cochran  was  a  heretic 
he  was  one  too,  and  he  would  have  to 
resign  as  an  elder  In  Trinity  Presbyterian 
Church.  ,,  _  , 

Upon  a  vote  being  taken,  Mr.  Cochran 
w'as  passed,  4H  to  6,  with  a  number  of  min¬ 
isters  not  voting,  and  a  considerable,  num- 
her  having  left  the  Presbytery  before  a 
vote  was  reached.  ,  ,  . 

Mr.  Cochran  was  then  summoned  into 
the  room  and  was  propounded  the  consti¬ 
tutional  questions  by  Mr.  Goodrich.  it 
was  decided  that  he  should  be  ordained  to 
the  ministry  at  the  First  Church  in  Mend- 
hum  on  April  2G,  and  that  ti^ 
should  be  preached  by  his  uncle.  Rev.  Sam¬ 
uel  Carter,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Nassau, 
with  Rev.  J.  Wolverton  as  alternate.  Rev. 
Ci.  P.  Noble  w^as  asagned  to  m^e  me 
charge,  to  the  minister,  with  Rev.  Thomas 
k.  Reeves  as  alternate,  and  the  ordination 
prayer  will  be  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  Albert 
Erdman.  .  . 

An  overture  to  the  General  Assembly 
,  ,  ,  ,  ,,  ,,  ,T  ,  asking  for  a  union  of  the  Southern  Pres- 

verslty  and  had  been  attending  Union  byterian  Church  with  the  Northern  branch 
Theological  Seminary  for  two  and  a  half  not  arcented.  Ur.  dpiiiing  said  he 


The  examination  of  Jnmc.s  B.  Cochran  In 
theology  formed  au  Interesting  feutme 
of  the  afternoon  session  of  tli'-  Prosby- 
tery  of  Morris  afid  Oraii.ge  yeMierday  af- 
tcinoou  ;iL  the  Arlington  Avenue  Prosby- 
terlau  Church.  F-ust  Orange.  Mr.  Coch¬ 
ran’s  examination  conHumed  the  gieater 
part  of  the  afternoon,  so  that  It  was  near¬ 
ly  da.k  when  tlnnl  ndjournnu-nt  was  reach- 
ci:.  Mr.  Cochran  was  put  lhrou{;h  a 
severe  tost  and  asked  somo  knotty  ihcu- 
loglcul  qiK>'iIon.A.  some  cf  them  being  on 
points  on  which  there  is  a  wide  divergence 
of  opinion  .among  tho  clergy  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  denomination.  Ills  anawxrs  to 
Some  of  the  questions  were  uiiKillsfaciory 
to  some  of  the  ministers,  aiid  there  was  a 
determined  opposition  on  the  part  of  some 
to  his  being  ordaineil.  but  he  was  passed 
by  a  vote  of  'll  to  5,  after  all  the 
younger  men  In  the  Presbytery  had  spok¬ 
en  a  word  in  his  favor. 

Mr.  Cochran  intends  going  to  China  this 
summer  os  a  missionary.  He  will  be  ac- 
compunied  by  his  brother.  Samuel  Coch¬ 
ran,  who  Is  going  as  a  medical  missionary 
Before  sailing  both  young  men  will  be 
married.  James  Cochran  will  marry  Miss 
Margie  Jenkins,  of  Boonton,  next  month, 
while  his  brother  will  be  married  in  June 
to  Miss  Margie  Watts,  of  Morristown.  The 
young  men  are  the  sons  of  the  late  Rev 
I.  W.  Cochran,  who  for  seventeen  years 
was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Mendham.  They  are  both  residents  of  that 
ylace. 

The  examination  in  theology  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rev.  Dr.  John  Pulton  Patter¬ 
son.  of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church, 
Orange,  aided  by  a  large  number  of  the 
other  ministers,  who  interjected  knotty 

Siestlons  from  time  to  lime.  After  statin: 
at  he  was  a  graduate  of  Princeton  Uni¬ 


years.  Mr.  Cochran  was  asked  to  define 
theology,  which  he  said  Is  the  “science 
of  religion  •’  and  Is  divided  Into  “natural 
Shd  revealed”  theology. 

“What  do  you  believe  the  Scriptures 
reveal  concerning  the  nature  of  God?” 
was  the  next  qtiestlon. 

“Isn’t  that  a  large  question?’’  said  the 
candidate. 

Upon  being  answered  In  the  affirmative, 
Mr.  Cocliran  replied:  “All  that  Is  neces¬ 
sary  for  man  to  know  for  the  purposes  of 
practical  life.” 

“Do  you  believe  that  the  Holy  ^Jkost 
Is  a  person?”  was  the  next  interrogation. 

"Equally  as  God  and  Christ  are.”  / 

“What  offices  are  attributed  to  the’Holy 
Ghost?”  *'* 

Mr.  Cochran  replied  that  praciically 
those  of  revelation,  which  In  his  time 
Christ  himself  did.  He  answered  In  the 
affirmative  a  question  whether  the  per¬ 
sonality  of  the  Holy  Ghost  was  clear  to 
■  In  him  as 


mind,  whether  he 


was  not  accepted.  Ur.  cSpiiiing  sal 
doubted  whether  the  overture  would  do 
any  good,  as  the  olive  branch  had  been 
extended  to  the  Southern  churches  for  a 
number  of  years,  but,  in  view  of  the  unit¬ 
ing  of  the  North  and  South  since  the  Span¬ 
ish  war.  the  question  was  a  pertinent  one. 

Another  overture  from  the  PTesbytery 
of  Peoria  In  relation  to  a  change  in  the 
manner  of  appointing  committees  provoked 
a  long  discussion,  Avhlch  resulted  in  the 
matter  being  laid  over  until  the  June 
meeting.  Dr.  White  declared  that  the  In¬ 
novation  would  result  in  the  Presbytery 
being  gerrymandered  and  there  would  be 
wire  pulling,  political  caucuses  and  pri¬ 
maries.  .  . 

In  the  election  for  commissioners  to  the 
General  Assembly  the  following  were 
chosen:  Rev.  W.  R.  Bennett,  of  Madison: 
Rev.  J.  R.  Scofield,  of  Mt.  Olive,  and  Rev. 
S.  J.  McCIenaghan.  of  the  Elmwood 
Church.  East  Orange:  alternates.  Rev. 
Charles  Townsend,  of  the  Flr.st  Church. 
Orange;  ReV.  Baker  Smith,  of  Kalrmounl. 
and  Rev.  John  F.  Kern,  of  the  Orange 
Valley  Gcrnyan  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
lay  commissioners  chosen  were:  Henry 
I  White,  of  r  “  Orange:  Lewis  Boring,  n? 
f—  wi  .n**  T  w  “ 
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cause  of  a 
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mean 
tures? 

Air.  Cochran  replied  that  he  meant  that 
the  hand  of  God  had  guided  the  writers 
in  such  a  way  that  t+ie  revelation  had 
been  brought  from  one  man  to  another. 

Asked  to  distinguish  between  "Inspira¬ 
tion”  and  “revelation,”  he  replied  that 
the  latter  is  the  Influence  of  Gou  on  man’s 
mind,  while  the  former  Is  the  process  by 
which  the  revelation  is  transferred  to 
others. 

Air.  Cochran  declared  lliat  the  w’hole 
Scripture  is  Inspired  so  that  It  is  au¬ 
thority,  but  said  that  the  man  so  inspired 
might  -be  fallible. 

“Then  you  believe  that  there  are  errors 
in  the  Scriptures?”  he  was  asked. 

Upon  answering  in  the  affirmative,  he 
was  asked  to  what  extent  these  errors  go. 
further  than  transcribing,  and  said  that 
there  were  errors  In  science.  .  He  thought 
xsaiah  was  more  Inspired  than  John,  and 
then  he,was  asked  if  there  was  any  cTlffer- 
ence  between  the  inspiration  of  Isaiah  and 
Shakespeare. 

“To  a  large  extent  there  was  a  differ¬ 
ence  as  to  the  subject,”  replied  the  can¬ 
didate.  One  man  revealed  man  to  himself, 
while  the  other  revealed  God  to  man. 
Shakespeare  and  Isaiah  might  both  have 
made  mistakes,  but  the  onij^difference.  he 


asserted,  was  In  degree  and  subject.  When 
asked  in  what  way  Shakespeare  might  be 
said  to  have  been  inspired.  Mr.  Cochran 
said  that  it  was  rather  unfair,  he  thought, 
to  compare  Shakespeare  and  the  Biblical 
writers.  It  was  very  possible  that  thejsame 
sort  of  inspiration  had  come  to  Shake¬ 
speare  as  had  come  to  the  other  wrlter.s. 
lie  declared  that  there  had  been  no  ad¬ 
vance  in  any  essential  matter  on  the 
teachings  of  the  New  Testament,  and  any 
mistakes  or  apparent  mistakes  had  been 
due  to  a  peculiarity  In  the  writers  them¬ 
selves. 

At  this  juncture  Rev.  C.  S.  Osborne,  ii 
young  man  with  a  smooth  face,  jumped  up 
and  exclaimed: 

"Wouldn’t  it  be  well  for  this  candidate 
to  go  back  to  Princeton  for  a  month  and 
learn  what  inspiration  is?  It  is  very  evi¬ 
dent  they  don’t  know  what  It  is  at  Union." 

d'/ 

••on  fhls  very  evident  attempt  to  wind  this 
young  fellow  up  on  a  question  upon 
the  profouiidest  minds  differ.  There  are 
lew  of  us  here  who  can  define  inspiration, 
and  if  we  were  put  up  there  In  that  chair, 
and  had  several  people  firing  questions  at 
us  In  that  way,  we  would  be  vuzzled,  too. 

The  next  question  propounded  was.  Do 
you  believe  all  the  Bible  is  the  ^ord  of 
God,  or  does  it  contain  the  Word  of  God 
and  something  else?”  ,  _  .  ,  ... 

The  candidate  answered  that  he  believed 
the  Bible  w'as  the  Word  p/ 
did  not  believe  or  accept  all  the  hlstorlcui 
parts  as  the  Word  of  God,  though  he 
“thought”  he  accepted  the  statements  of 

^asked  if  he  accepted  the 
parts  of  the  Blbl^  as  the  Word  of  God.  ho 
replied:  “Not  necessarily.  The  religious, 
ethical  hnd  moral  parts  I  accept,  but  t  o t 
the  parts  concerned  with  human  science. 

"Then.”  Interjected  Dr.  Batierson.  who 
had  been  giving  way  for  other  cletgj  m  .n 
‘in  the  examination.  "I  think  1  understand 
Mr.  Cochran  to  say  that  he  does  uot  ac¬ 
cept  all  the  Bible  as  the  Word  of  God. 

“Let  him  specify  some  things,  then, 
remarked  Dr.  Spining.  nhrMni 

Mr.  Cochran  5n»f“uccd  that  In  Chronl 
cles  and  Kings  there  are  lists  of  ilm  rulers 
of  the  people  which  do  not  a^ee  ««  J-o 
the  ages^of  the  Kings,  and  the  f^M'onologl- 
cal  lists  cannot  be  made  to  ^*11 

rors  he  asserted,  were  made  b>  man  amt 
not  hv  God  for  tlotl  would  not  have  made 
mistakes  However,  the  Bible  is  the  work 
Sf  God;  he  said,  whether  or  not  it  teacnes 
1 H#*  Rolencp  of  the  world. 

Another'  question  which.  later  created  a 
iliVcIisslon  was:  -'What  are  your  views  ns 
fo  the  fSture  life?  What  are  the  main 

"“-Fo^'t'lrifhe  r''e°pileremphnilcally  lhat  the 
fumre  life  fs  ‘n  which  the  per- 

t.on  who  Is  saved  is  in  communion  with 

^^nnn  being  asked  another, question,  he 
sail!  tiiat  separation  from  Gou  is  ute  worst 
Ivil.  When  asked  if 

lust  forever,  he  that  ho  thought  It 

would  but  he  hesitated  to  say  s<^  though 
It  appeared  by  the  teachings  of  Scripture 
Ihftt^fhe  wicked  would  suffer  endless  nun- 
■Ishment.  He  did  not  Unow  whether  tWre 
would  be  anv  probation  aRer  death, 
though  he  said  he  should  like  to  believe 

‘''.?L“’eIam"n"a!lon''‘in  the  Ensll.h  Bible 


t>ovtJA:'^lterna\es.  J.  H.  Vaii^fSmren.  w. 
Morristown:  Albert  Miller,  of  the  Hillside 
Church.  Orange,  and  Edward  H.  wniiams, 
of  the  First  Church,  Orange. 

In  the  report  as  to  “the  narrative  of  the 
state  of  religion  in  the  Presbytery,”  one 
pastor  .stated  lhat  his  parish  .suffered  from 
the  presence  of  “cider  joints,  always  an 
abomination.'’  Another  said  he  had  to  con¬ 
tend  with  the  “perpetual  efforts  of  the 
devil,”  while  another  had  “general  trouble 
all  along  the  line.”  One  church  had  too 
many  children;  another  didn't  have 
enough. 

Rev.  Dr.  Israel  Wistar,  of  the  American 
Sabbath  Union,  made  a  plea  for  a  more 
general  observance  of  the  Sabbath.  He 
said  he  had  been  instrumental  in  killing 
thirteen  bills  at  Albany  which  were  aim¬ 
ed  at  destroying  the  Sabbath.  He  said 
he  had  sent  some  pamphlets  to  a  minister 
in  East  Orange  asking  him  to  send  him  So 
toward  the  work  of  the  union.  In  return, 
the  minister  sent  a  printed  report  of  a  ser¬ 
mon  a.gainst  Sunday  trains  on  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  I>ackawamia  and  Western  Railroad 
In  which  there  were  five  extracts  from 
Dr.  "Wlstar's  pamphlets,  but  no  $5. 

It  was  decided  that  Rev.  C.  H.  H.  Pen¬ 
nell  should  be  installed  as  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Flanders  on  the  third  Tuesday 
of  ScptembiT,  that  the  Invocation  should 
be  asked  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Beaumont,  the 
prayer  of  ordination  be  made  by  Rev.  J. 
R.  Scofield,  the  sermon  he  preached  by 
Mr.  Pennell,  with  Rev.  AV.  \A'.  Holloway  as 
alternate:  that  Rev.  E.  W.  Stoddard 
should  make  the  prayer  of  installation, 
Rev.  Dr.  John  Fulton  Patterson  deliver 
the  charge  to  the  pastor,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Al¬ 
bert  Erdman  make  the  charge  to  the  peo¬ 
ple. 

The  June  meeting  of  the  Preslwtery  will 
bo  held  at  Chester  and  the  September 
meeting  at  Flanders. 


FORK  CF  OFFICIAL  APPCiNTMTSJiT  CF  SRDAirr^JD  Jv;I3S1GNAR1"SS  FTtIB .  20,  L899. 


It  was  voted  that  hereafter  the  following  form  should  be 
used  in  approving  applications  of  new  missionaries  who  expect  to  go 
as  ordained  men. 

'The  Board  approved  the  ap^Ti cation  and  testimon¬ 
ials  of  iV.r. _ but  in  accordance  with  the  habitual 

practice  of  the  Board  as  expressed  in  i  aragraph  2  of  the  Ivianual , 
and  in  the  Board's  special  action  of  december  18th,  1903,  This  ap¬ 
pointment  Shall  not  be  considered  complete  and  tae  commission  shaibl 
not  be  issued  until  tae  Board  receives  the  recommendation  of  the 
Presbytery  to  which  he  belongs,  as  to  his  theological  qualifications 
and  ecclesiastical  standing  at  the  time  of  his  ordination.  The 
Secretary  in  charge  shall  in  each  case  inform  the  Stated  Cleric  of 
the  resbytery  that  the  Board  will  await  its  action," 


i 
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It  was  voted  that  hereafter  the  following  form  should  be 
used  in  approving  applications  of  new  missionaries  who  expect  to  go 
as  ordained  men . 

"The  Board  approved  the  apj..;li cati on  and  testimon¬ 
ials  of  Kr. _ but  in  accordance  with  the  habitual 

practice  of  the  Board  as  expressed  in  Paragraph  2  of  the  Pianual , 
and  in  the  Board's  special  action  of  December  18th,  190?,  This  ap¬ 
pointment  shall  not  be  considered  complete  and  the  commission  shalBl 
not  be  issued  until  the  Board  receives  the  recommendation  of  the 

k 

Presbytery  to  which  he  belongs,  as  to  his  theological  qualifications 
and  ecclesiastical  standing  at  the  time  of  his  ordination.  The 
Secretary  in  charge  shall  in  each  case  inform  the  Stated  Clerk  of 

i 

the  resbytery  that  the  Board  will  await  its  action." 


'i 

I 

'a 
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Rejoinder  of  I'r.  Fox  and  Kr.  Van  Ilordon  to  the  reply  to  their  protest 
January  16,  1905  in  tne  ciise  of  Mesere.  Field  and  Gleystein. 

The  Protestants  would  resp0ct^^llly  rejoin  to  the  /inswer  adopted  by  the  Board 
Janu.ary  16th,  (as  to  liessrs.  Gleystein  and  Field j- 

1st.  That  it  was  not  tae  intention  of  tne  protestants  in  tne  last 
sentence  of  their  Protest  to  reflect  u^ion  tuo  Secretaries,  v;hom  v.o  know  to  have  act¬ 
ed  in  all  good  conscience.  The  fact  that  they  were  advised  by  certain  foombers  of 
the  Board  transfers  tne  rosponsibility  in  part  from  them,  but  dies  not  in  our  judg¬ 
ment  constitute  a  valid  reason  for  not  having  corresponded  with  Messrs.  Gleystein 
and  Field  under  direction  of  the  Board.  These  directions  were  so  perfectly  clear  and 
simple  that  we  cannot  soo  v.Jiy  any  Council  I-ieeting  was  needed,  or  why  any  Secretary 
in  cnargo  inignt  not  h  ive  comnunicated  to  them  the  action  of  the  Board,  during  tae 
three  weeks  between  the  Board.  Poetingp. 

2d,  The  protestants  also  nave  '’confidence  in  tne  method  provided  by 
the  Constitution  of  our  Church",  but  they  do  not  understand  the  Constitution  rightly 
interpreted  to  deprive  the  Board,  of  its  inherent  right  to  interrogate  app.licants  for 
the  Mission  field  as  to  any  subject  doctrinal  or  moral  wnich  tuay  threaten  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  ineir  usefulness  on  ttie  fielo.  The  3o.  rd  has  for  years  itself  claimed  and 
exorcised  its  fcignt  by  asking  of  every  candidate  the  formal  question  "Bo  you  sincere¬ 
ly  receive  and  adopt  the  Confes.sion  of  Faith  as  containing  tne  system  of  doctrine 
contained  in  too  Holy  Scriptures?"  If  this  is  a  proior  question,  we  are  unable  to 
see  why  tus  Board  on  such  information  as  it  possessed  in  this  case  might  not  nave 
asked  other  si.milar  questions,  or  .at  least,  permitted  us  to  c'o  so, 

3d.  The  protestants  recognize  the  entire  propriety  of  first  referring 
the  case  to  the  fresbytery  of  Brooklyn  for  their  information,  but  the  enswor  of  the 
dresbytory  was  based  on  their  own  prior  action  and  without  any  attempt  to  ascertain 
by  more  thorough  investigation  the  fitness  of  the  applicants  to  bo  sent  to  the  Mis¬ 
sion  field. 

4th.  The  disapproval  by  the  Bynod  of  the  action  of  ’  he  Presbytery  is 
much  niore  than  relates  to  a  mere  irregularity  in  form,  as  alleged  in  the  answer. 

The  language  of  the  «ynod  in  its  printed  Minutes  is  that  the  Presbytery  violated 


constitutional  Rule  lio.  3, 


The  facts  beinc  st»  slat.ed  in  tho  J^rtesl  and  in  order  that  tho  gr  ivity  of 
tho  whole  bH  vial  ion  nu*y  Iho  protoetante  call  attention  to  tae  following  lot- 

tor  which  vras  the  busio  ■*  ho  v-ithdrawal  of  ■f  he  complaint  by  tae  minority  Oi  tho 


Presbytery : 

ll&vj  iork  City,  Oct.  5,  1904. 

The  undersigned,  rombors  of  the  frosbytary  of  Brooklyn,  v.hose^ muaes  wore 
attached  to  the  complaint  of  July  IGth  last,  addressed  to  tU©  .-ynod  of  hcv.  lorK,^ 
having  received  from  tho  S-p^ointad  committeo  of  presbytery  n  copy  tho  resolution 
of  Presbytery,  requesting  the  withdray-al  of  tho  complaint,  do  hereby  express  t.'ioir 
compliance  v*;ith  said  rofpiost  ,  by  authori?.ing  the  complaint  to  be  ‘.vi  their  awn. 

In  so  doing,  the  unclorsignod  desire  it  t,o  bo  distinctly  xinderstoou  that  tae 
stop  which  thoy  now  take  is  not  dvio  to  any  change  of  convict-ion  as  to  i-ae  tilings 
complained  of  or  t.ao  grounds  on  which  complaint  wias  mane.  But,  it  being  ia-.uiire&t 


vve  have  already  t.iken  solely  as  a  mat^ter  of  prinoijile  and  wit  h  very  ae@p  pitin;  and 
Vs'O  ;iccept  tho  itfifiuranoes  given  us  by  t’rdsbytery  that,  irregularit ios  such  as  are  com¬ 
plained  of  will  not.  he  rei>ei*ted.  I'O  further  stat.e  teat  otir  witadrawal  of  tae  com¬ 
plaint  is  only  with  the  express  xini’erstanriirg,  and  so  accepted  by  the  committee  to 


wait  Uion  t‘ae  coraplairunt.n ,  that  tho  action  of  t.he  Presbytery  is  understood  by^tho 
complainant. s  as  an  assurance  tiiat  men  shall  not  bo  ordained  who  deny  the  doctrine 
of  the  Atonement  as  contained  in  our  standards. 


Lewis  Ray  I’ooto, 
Frederick  Garapbell, 
..alter  M,  it,iknan, 
Darwin  R.  James, 
iiliphalet  i>,  Terry. 


U  iUiU/U  fUU  fW4k  yp%'iM/^P  i'M 

U  fU  MPU%H  iPUi  M4UH  i''4  PipUfPUi  Pf  i'M%P  iPPpUtP* 

Pi  \iiM4  Miiii  PP  Pi^lftPPf  Pf  iP^/PPI'fH 


It  shoulv'  be  added  tVwd  Ur.  James  while  f  inally  voting  to  ordain  the  candi¬ 


dates  to  T.he  ministry  voted  against  the  sustaining  of  trieir  extimi nation  in  theology. 


us  he  iV.s  stfitod  on  tho  floor  of  the  Boford. 
John  Pox, 


..arner  Van  i'ordon. 


♦ 

Rejoinder  ol'  Rr.  Fox.  unci  I.;r.  Va.n  Ilorclen  to  the  reply  to  their  protest 
Junu«.ry  IG ,  19C5  in  i,ne  cuse  ol‘  L.essrr.  Field  and  Gleysteln. 

Iho  protectants  would  respecttU-Lly  rejoin  lo  ihe  answer  adopted  by  the  bo.ird 
Jar.u  xy  16th,  (as  to  Lessrs.  Gleystein  anc!  Pield}- 

1st.  That  it  was  not  tie  iniention  oi  tiie  protestants  in  tne  lust 
sentence  of  their  Protest  to  reflect  upon  tue  Secre caries,  v/dom  vve  knov  to  have  act¬ 
ed  in  all  good  conscience.  The  race  thac  tney  were  advised  by  certain  raeiabers  of 
the  Board  transrers  tne  responsibility  in  part  from  them,  but  does  not  in  our  judg¬ 
ment  constitute  a  valid  reason  for  not  ha.ving  corresponded  witn  kessrs.  Gleystein 
and  Field  under  direction  of  the  Board.  These  directions  were  so  perfectly  clear  and 
simple  that  v;e  cannot  sec  w|iy  any  Gouncil  keeting  was  needed,  or  why  any  Cecretary 
in  c  large  mignt  not  n  ive  communicated  to  them  the  action  of  the  Board,  during  tne 
tdrse  v.ee.ks  between  the  Board  i’.eetings. 

2d.  The  protestants  also  nave  '’confidence  in  tie  method  provided  by 
the  Constitution  oi  our  Churen" ,  but  they  do  not  understand  the  Constitution  rignt Ly 
interpreted  to  deprive  the  Board  of  its  inherent  rigdt  to  iaterrogace  applicants  for 
the  kission  field  as  to  any  subject  doctrinal  or  moral  vvtiich  luay  threaten  to  inter¬ 
fere  witn  Lieir  useiuiness  On  uue  rieia.  T'le  Board  has  for  years  itself  claimea  and 
exercised  ics  rigne  by  asking  of  every  candidate  the  formal  quesuion  "Jo  you  sincere¬ 
ly  receive  and  adopt  the  Confession  oi  Faitn  as  com.aiiiing  u,ue  s^/scen  of  doctrine 
contained  in  tie  Holy  bcrir;Lures? If  unis  is  a  pro,-er  question,  ■  e  ^..re  unable  to 
see  wny  one  Boara  on  suen  iniormation  as  it  possessed  in  this  case  migiiu  tiou  nave 
askea  other  si'iilcor  questions,  or  an  least,  permitted  us  to  do  so. 

3d.  The  protestants  recognize  the  entire  propriety  of  ilrst  referring 
the  case  to  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  '"''r  their  information,  but  the  insvver  of  the 
kresbytery  was  bused  on  their  own  prior  action  and  without  any  attempt  to  ascertain 
by  mors  thorough  investigation  the  fitness  of  the  api^licants  to  be  sent  to  the  kis¬ 
sion  field. 

4th.  The  disapproval  by  the  bynod  of  tie  action  of  *  he  Presbytery  is 
much  more  t'oan  relates  to  a  mere  irregularity  in  form,  as  alleged  in  the  answer. 

Tie  language  of  the  -^ynod  in  its  printed  kinutes  is  that  the  i.  resbytsry  violated 


constitutional  Rule  I'o.  3. 


The  facts  beir.2  afe  stated  in  the  i^rotest 
the  whole  situation  may  appear,  I  he  protestante  c 
ter  which  v.as  t  basis  of  the  vdthdrawal  of  ^  he 


and  In  order  l  iat  the  gr  r/ity  of 
all  attention  to  the  follov.ing  let- 
complaint  by  t'.'.e  minority  of  tac 


f resbytery : 

Kev/  iork.  dity,  Oct.  5,  19C4. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  v, .iose  ncjaes  were 
attached  to  the  complaint  of  July  16th  last,  addressed  to  the  .^ynod  of  Rev.  lork,^ 
having  reoiived  from  the  appointed  committee  of  x'^resbytery  a  copy  o"  tae  resolution 
of  Presbytery,  requesting  the  withdrav/al  of  the  complaint,  do  hereby  express  t;ieir 
compliance  v/ith  said  request,  by  authorizing  the  complaint  to  be  v.ithdrawn. 

In  so  doing,  the  undersigned  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  ta^t  the 
step  waica  they  nov.  take  is  not  due  to  any  caange  Ox.  conviction  as  to  tae  taings 
complained  of  or  the  grounds  on  v/aich  complaint  was  maae.  But,  it  being  manifest 
by  expressions  of  members  in  Presbytery  that  the  object  of  the  complaint  is  already 
largely  accomplished,  vfe  entertain  hope  that  in  the  future  a  strict  adherence  to^  ^ 
Iroobyterian  doctrine  and  lav/  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  re^xeating  tae  step  v.aich 
we  have  already  t-^ken  solely  as  a  matter  of  princij>le  anu  with  very  ueep  pain,  and 
we  accept  the  ;issurances  given  us  by  i’rasbytery  th.xt  irregularities  such  as  are  com¬ 
plained  of  will  not  be  repeated.  fvirther  state  that  our  withdrawal  of  the  com- 

ulaint  is  only  v/ith  the  express  understanding,  and  so  accepted  by  the  committee  to 
wait  upon  '.ae  complainants,  that  the  action  of  niie  Presbytei'y  is  understood  by^the 
complainants  as  an  assur^aice  that  men  shall  not  be  ordained  who  deny  the  doctrine 
of  the  ixtoneriient  as  contained  in  our  standards. 


Lewis  Ray  Foote , 

Frederick  Campbell, 

(K alter  i*.,  ^xixman, 

Darwin  R.  James, 

Bliphalet  B.  Terry. 

ii/te/  u  iU  ntUtii  iiifi  UiHii  f  4  HfUUUi  M  fHpUU. 

It  should  be  added  that  hr.  James  while  finally  voting  to  ordain  z.ie  candi¬ 
dates  to  t.he  ministry  voted  against  tne  sustaining  Oi  meir  examination  in  tneology , 
as  he  h.vS  stated  on  the  floor  of  the  Board. 


John  Fox, 
k.arner  ’/an  For  den. 


Rejoinder  oi‘  I'r.  Fcx  unci  I*-r.  Van  IJordon  to  iho  reply  t>o  l.lioir  protoet 
January  16,  1905  in  (.ue  cnee  o1’  I-.esur?.  Field  and  Cloy»toin. 

The  proto£»tun!.o  would  resfiectflilly  rejoin  t,o  the  nniiwer  acioptod  by  iho  bo.'ird 
Jan\i  ry  16lh,  (ap  to  I-!os»rp.  Clleyatoln  and  Field)- 

1st,  Th.'d-  It  wai'i  not  tan  int.ention  of  i.iu?  nroteotunts  in  too  last 
sentence  of  thoir  i’rotest  to  reflect  up.on  tuo  Gecreturies,  whom  v.o  knov  to  have  act¬ 
ed  in  all  good  conscience.  The  j'act  that  they  wore  advised  by  certain  janrabers  of 
the  Hoard  iranpfejrs  tne  rof?iX)npibilit.y  in  part,  from  them,  but  does  not  in  our  judg¬ 
ment  constitute  a  valid  reason  for  not  hfvxng  corresponded  with  f-'essrs.  Cloystain 
and  Field  under  direction  of  the  Board.  These  dimotlofis  were  so  perfectly  clour  and 
simple  t.hat.  wo  cannot,  hoc?  vv|iy  any  Council  Moet.ing  wh'-.  noodod,  or  why  any  Secretary 
in  Charge  mlgnt  not  have  comnunicated  t.o  t]\em  the  action  of  the  Bo.arcl,  during  toe 
three  weeks  befween  the  Hoard  Feel^ngp. 

2d,  The  protestunts  also  nave  '’confidence  in  tne  method  provided  by 
the  Constitutiofj  of  our  C'nurch'',  but  they  do  net  vindorstand  the  Constitution  rightly 
interpreted  to  deprive  th©  Hoard  of  its  inherent  right  to  interrogate  app.licc’ints  for 
the  Mission  field  as  to  any  subject  doctrinal  or  moral  which  nay  threaten  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  iholr  usoftilnesf-  <^fi  tuo  fide.  The  Ho.  rd  has  for  yict.:U*s  itself  cl  ain»oa  and 
exorcised  its  eight  by  asking  of  every  candidat.e  the  fomal  question  ’’bo  you  sincoro- 
ly  receive  and  adopt  the  Confession  of  Faith  as  nonta ini ng  tuc  systen  of  doctrino 
contained  in  tno  Holy  Ccriptures?'*  If  triis  is  a  pro.'Or  (luestion,  vo  are  ixnuble  to 
soo  why  tiio  Hoard  on  suen  informc-vtion  an  it  po-ssessed  in  this  cane  migiit  rn^'t  nave 
asked  ether  ai'dlar  qxtesti  '<ns,  or  at  least,  perraii-ied  us  to  do  so, 

5d.  The  i:>rotePtantp  recognize  the  entire  propriety  of  first  referring 
the  case  to  the  Cre-sbytory  of  Brooklyn  ♦hoir  infornjd.ion,  but  the  'visv.or  of  the 
hrosbytory  was  bused  on  their  own  prior  action  and  v  Il.hout  any  att.ompl  to  liscertain 
by  more  thorou.gh  investigation  the  fitness  of  the  applisam  s  to  bo  sent  to  the  iCis- 
sion  field, 

4th.  The  disiupprovul  by  the  Cynod  of  the  action  of  xh®  Cresbytery  is 
much  more  frum  relates  to  a  mere  irregularity  in  form#  as  alleged  In  t’a©  answer. 

The  Icing'uago  of  the  .-ynod  in  its  printed  J-linu^es  Is  th..t.  tho  I'resbytcry  violated 


2 


constitutional  Rule  TJo,  5, 


Ih«  f-icts  bejr.c  stated  in  the  J^ro^osl  and  In  order  that  tdo  gr  avity  of 
the  whole  situation  may  ivnpoar,  tho  protestante  call  attention  to  the  following  lot 
tor  v/hich  v.as  the  basis  of  ♦ho  vithdrawal  of  f  ho  complaint  by  the  minority  of  the 


fresbytery : 


llevj  lork  City,  Oct,  5,  19C4. 

The  undersigned,  r.ombors  of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  whose  munes  wero 
attached  to  the  complaint  nf  July  IGlh  last,  addressed  to  the  .^ynod  of  Row  York, 
having  received  from  the  p.ppointad  committeo  of  Presbytery  n  copy  o'"  the  resolution 
of  Presbytery,  requesting,  tho  withdrawal  of  tho  complaint,  do  hereby  express  t’iioir 
compliance  with  said  request,  by  authorizing  the  complaint  to  be  withdrawn. 

In  so  doing,  tho  undersigned  desire  it.  to  be  distinctly  understood  thi/>.t  tho 
step  which  they  now  take  Is  not  due  to  any  change  of  conviction  as  to  the  things 
complained  of  or  the  grounds  on  which  comp>lr.int  was  m-arie.  But,  it  being  m...nifest 
by  expressions  of  norabors  in  Prosbytory  that  the  object  of  the  corar*laint  is  already 
largely  accompilished,  v^o  ent.ertivin  liope  that  in  t.he  future  a  strict  adherence  to 
Proshytorian  doctrine  and  law  will  obviate  th©  nocessity  of  re.xsating  the  stop  which 
we  hav(5  already  t  JKon  solely  as  a  raattor  of  princifiile  and  with  very  deep^  prvin;  and 
we  ;\ccept  the  assurances  given  us  ':yy  i)rdsbyte.’"y  that  irragularities  such  as  are  com¬ 
plained  of  will  not  be  rer>0ated.  i>e  further  state  that  our  withdrawal  of  the  com¬ 
plaint  is  only  vith  the  express  understo.ndir.g,  am’  so  accOiJted  by  the  committee  bo 
wait  Upon  the  eomplairani.s ,  that  tho  acti  on  of  t.he  dresbytory  is  understood  by  tho 
complain.ants  as  an  assurance  t'nat  men  shall  not.  be  ordained  w’ho  deny  the  doctrine 
of  the  .vtonement  as  contained  in  our  standards. 


Lewis  Ray  I'oote, 
Frederick  Campbell, 
.(’alter  i4,  Aikmun, 
Darwin  R.  James, 
jlliphalet  B.  Terry, 


ji^to/  if  iti  fipHiii  ififi  i-H  M  iHif  ifppXfif, 

if  fifiH  it&iftHf  ft 


It  should  be  added  th.‘.t  I4r.  James  while  finally  voting  to  ordain  the  candi¬ 
dates  to  the  ministry  voted  against  the  sustaining  of  their  examination  in  theology, 


as  he  ’.V.S  stated  on  tho  floor  of  i  he  Board. 


John  Pox, 


.Varner  Van  Morden 
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Office  of  secretary 


In  It.  .^rtnony  v^iih  t'Ts  action  t. uken  at  loe  luSt 
meei^ing  regarding  the  exclusive  authority  of  the  A’reaby- 
teries  in  determining  -.he  theological  soTinclness  of  v^ler- 
IcllI  Candida^  es  ''on  aijyointments  aS  missionaries,  the 
Board  instr'.icteu  the  BAecu'*,ive  Joun'cil  to  use  separ.L'e 
application  bl..Lnks  Bor  c  .ndidates  v.'ho  expect  to  be  or¬ 
dained  is  ministers,  omitting  quest. ions  1  j  *  o  16  inclus- 

% 

ive ,  of  tae 'present  blank,  (bee  copy  on  file,).  an-  t.iat 
hereafter  These  quesf  ions  ^e  asked  only  of  laymen  .^nd 
women,  a.r,  auTiionized  b^’  i.  le  t-eno  ’arl  assembly  on  1893, 


(BO' U’d  ucTl'-n,  i''ebruary 
t'.iat  tills  que.et,  ion  also 
tent  ion  t  ie  assembly 
fie  donmit.tee  on  Policy 


21,  1898J  with  t  he  under  st  aoding 
be  speci.Ally  bro'.igut  to  tae  at- 
in  conned  ion  v.ita  f;ie  deport  of 
and  i.-et.iiods,  on  l.tiis  general 


sub  'ect 


something  should  be  attempted,  and  theU.iilan  was  admjtecL 

Slreig^  //d  J^ 

The  great  event  of\\Vwnesday  morning  was  the  consid¬ 
eration  of  Foreign  Missi^-s.  The  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Board  was  read  by  Rev.  Dr.  George  N.  Livccock,  and  it  was  a 
masterly  presentation  of  the  subject.  The  Board  received  from 
all  sources  $1,189,759,  had  in  its  service  837  missionaries,  and 
sent  out  63  new  ones.  The  country  has  been  divided  into  three 
districts,  each  of  which  will  have  its  field  secretary.  Several 
subjects  of  special  interest  were  contained  in  the  report.  One 
was  the  plan  for  the  formation  of  an  independent  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Korea,  such  as  has  been  formed  in  Japan  and  in  India. 
Another  was  the  union  of  the  educational  work  of  our  own 
Board,  of  the  American  Board  and  of  the  London  Missionary 
Society  in  North  China.  Still  another  matter  of  great  import¬ 
ance  was  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  Board  to  examine  its 
candidates  as  to  their  doctrinal  soundness.  A  member  of  the 
Board  had  insisted  on  this  right,  but  the  Board  itself  has  al¬ 
ways  taken  the  position  that  it  is  not  an  ecclesiastical  court 
and  has  none  of  the  prerogatives  thereof,  but  is  bound  by  the 
action  of  presbyteries.  The  committee  and  the  Assembly  fully 
and  unqualifiedly  sustained  this  position,  but  allowed  to  the 
Board  the  right  to  inquire  into  matters  of  fitness  lying  on  the 
borderland  of  doctrine,  such  as  faith  cure  ideas,  but  not  into 
doctrinal  soundness  itself,  which  belongs  wholly  to  the  pres¬ 
byteries.  The  secretarial  address  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Halsey,  who  is  fresh  from  the  field  of  Africa.  For  half  an  hour 
he  poured  forth  a  stream  of  facts  and  experiences  that  grew 
in  eloquence  and  pathos  until  the  gavel  fell  and  the  thrilling 
address  was  cut  short.  Missionaries  from  the  fields  then  brought 
their  messages,  and  for  an  hour  story  after  story  was  told  from 
Japan  and  China  and  India  that  gave  the  commissioners  a  new 
sense  of  the  magnitude  of  the  work.  The  Far  East,  now  all 
alive  with  unrest  and  movement,  where  old  empires  and  vast 
populations  are  becoming  plastic  and  being  molded  into  new 
forms,  was  the  principal  center  of  interest,  and  it  was  felt  that 
we  are  indeed  living  in  “a  grand  and  awful  time,”  in  “an  age 
on  ages  telling,”  when  “to  be  living  is  sublime.” 
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I  Dr.  Mackenzie  spoke  to 
oke  tenderly  and  beautl- 
s  work;  how  his  Infirmity 
rom  the  secretariate  of  the 
of  affairs  he  had  realized  all 
retire,  he  had  been  grateful 
.nee  that  he  should  remain  In 
J  of  appreciation  for  Dr.  Dlck- 
e  new  secretary.  His  address 
mphaslzlng  the  essential  Impor- 
as  the  antidote  for  what  the  sec- 
1  leadership.”  With  tremendous 
if  Into  his  subject,  and  made  upon 
epest  impressions  which  It  received 
jurse  of  its  meetings.  Dr.  Mackenzie 
.  Severance,  a  member  of  the  Board, 
d  not  relegate  the  matter  of  endowing 
are  able  to  give  large  gifts.  Moderator 
aany  things  were  being  ioaded  onto  the 
it  to  have  nothing  whatever  on  its  hands 
President  Guy  W.  Wadsworth,  of  Occl- 
.  debate. 

H.  Curtis,  of  Chicago,  presented  the  report 
icancy  and  supply  which  the  committee  ap- 
ted  on  this  subject  at  Buffalo  had  been  work- 
ae  report  presented  several  tables  of  valuable 
ty  of  churches  to  support  pastqp^and  the  num- 
. table  for  service.  The  committee'  was  of  the 
er  and  wider  grouping  of  weak  congregations  is 
.  it  leads  to  something  like  old-time  Methodist  cir- 
with  the  utmost  that  can  be  done  in  this  line,  there 
.ortage  of  ministers.  The  plan  which  the  committee 
t  during  the  year  was  characterized  in  the  report 
.ative”  and  but  little  more  radical  than  the  plan  now 
many  presbyteries.  The  recommendation  was  that  every 
should  have  a  vacancy  and  supply  committee,  which  shall 
yf  all  vacant  churches  and  unemployed  ministers,  and  shall 
applies  for  the  former  from  among  the  latter.  These  pres- 
commlttees  shall  be  represented  by  their  chairmen  In  a 
,al  committee,  and  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  shall  be  In- 
ed  to  designate  one  of  its  oflBcers  to  supervise  the  work  in  the 
a  church,  though  “In  an  advisory  capacity  only.  “After  discus- 
this  was  adopted  without  change. 

WBDKKSDAT  MORNING. 


,  1  1  1  federation  for  Presbyterian  churches 

federation  ymckiy  United  States  received  no  discussion  at  all 

ispose  o  jjj  Assembly.  In  a  report  from  the  bills  and  over¬ 
tures  committee,  Dr.  McAfee  stated  that  the  committee  on  church 
cooperation  and  union  did  not  desire  the  Assembly  even  to  approve 
the  scheme,  bat  had  presented  It  merely  for  consideration.  The 
whole  matter  was  therefore  turned  back  to  the  same  committee 
with  no  comment  except  instructions  to  proceed  with  the  matter, 
still  safeguarding  the  perfect  autonomy  of  the  denomination. 

c  1  n  Wednesday  is  always  foreign  mission  day  at  As- 

Foreign  ®  sembly,  and  this  year  It  had  been  anticipated  with 

Interesting  Day  m^gy^l  interest,  especially  because  the  chief 
speaker  was  to  be  Dr.  A.  W.  Halsey,  who  had  just  returned  from 
his  secretarial  tour  In  Africa.  Dr.  George  N.  Luccock,  of  Chicago, 
was  chairman  and  read  the  report  of  the  standing  committee.  The 
Board’s  income  for  the  last  year  was  $1,190,000 — enough  to  cover 
the  appropriations  of  the  year  and  reduce  by  about  $2,000  the  $40,000 
deficit  of  the  previous  year.  One-third  of  Presbyterian  congrega¬ 
tions  do  not  contribute  to  the  foreign  work  at  all,  but  Dr.  Luccock 
did  not  think  this  fact  so  grievous — since  most  of  these  churches 
are  small  and  pastorless — as  the  other  fact  that  in  the  strong 
churches  one-third  of  the  families  do  not  contribute.  Joy  was  ex¬ 
pressed  for  the  Increase  of  gifts  from  Individuals,  especially  for  Mr. 
John  H.  Converse’s  gift  of  $50,000.  The  Forward  Movement  was 
given  unstinted  praise,  and  the  recent  appointment  of  Mr.  McCon- 
aughy  and  Dr.  Bradt  as  assistant  home  secretaries  was  sanctioned 
heartily.  The  attitude  of  the  Board  In  recognizing  sympathetically 
the  union  sentiment  among  missionaries— especially  its  action  favor¬ 
able  to^the  proposed  union  Presbyterian  Church  in  Korea — received 
warm  commendation.  Thanks  were  returned  for  the  preservation 
of  missionary  lives  this  year.  Only  four  died.  Sixty-three  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  sent  out.  Counting  out  resignations,  the  net  gain 
was  thirty-six. 


6}^r 


Dr.  Halsey  had  an  unusually  enthusiastic  recep- 
Tho  Seoroiorlnl  averred  that  the  past  year  had  wonder- 

AJdross  fully  demonstrated  the  world-power  of  the  organ¬ 
ized  missionary  movement.  The  combined  missionary  protest  of  the 
Christian  world  had  finally  broken  the  reign  of  Belgian  terror  on 
the  Congo,  where,  said  Dr.  Halsey,  the  conditions  had  been  really 
worse  than  were  ever  published.  The  secretary  referred  to  some 
striking  examples  of  liberality  In  the  work  of  1904-5,  especially  gifts 
from  missionaries, — $3,000  from  Mrs.  Labaree,  of  Urumlah,  Persia; 
$4,000  from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Noyes,  of  Canton.  After  reviewing  hastily 
encouragements  from  other  fields.  Dr.  Halsey  devoted  himself  to  a 
description  of  conditions  In  Africa,  as  he  had  observed  them  in  his 
recent  visitation.  The  difficulties  of  the  work  are  great,  but  the 
converts  are  steadfast  and  rising  rapidly  from  the  depths  of  canni¬ 
balism  In  which  the  missionaries  found  them.  Rev.  J.  Walter  Lowrle, 
of  Paotingfu,  China;  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Winn,  of  Osaka,  Japan;  Rev. 
George  Marshall,  Yeung-Kong,  China,  and  Rev.  C.  P.  Metzler,  of 
Tung-Chow,  China,  together  with  Rev.  C.  A.  R.  Janvier,  now  of 
Philadelphia  but  formerly  pf  India,  spoke  to  the  report.  All  the 
missionaries  sounded  the  note  of  extraordinary  opportunity.  It  was 
mentioned  as  a  matter  of  Interest  that  Mr.  Lowrle  had  just  been 
appointed  a  mandarin  of  the  third  rank  by  the  emperor  of  China. 

Matter  of  Here  again  the  Assembly  sailed  smoothly  past  an- 
P  1,  Cettied  threatening  whirlpool  of  controversy.  The 

^  '  Foreign  Board  during  the  year  had  appointed  to 

the  work  In  India  two  young  men  ordained  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Brooklyn.  The  majority  of  the  presbytery  had  been  fully  satisfied 
with  the  orthodoxy  of  the  young  men,  but  a  certain  minority  con¬ 
sidered  them  heretical.  In  the  words  of  an  objector,  one  was  alleged 
not  to  believe  In  the  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures,  but  to  hold  the 
Christian  conscience  instead  to  be  the  flnai  authority,  while  the 
other  was  said  to  doubt  the  atonement  of  Christ.  This  opinion  came 
to  the  ears  of  Dr.  John  Pox,  a  member  of  the  Board,  and  he  de¬ 
manded  permission  to  examine  the  candidates  as  to  their  doctrinal 
soundness.  The  Board  refused,  and  adopted  a  paper  defining  its 
permanent  policy — that  the  presbyteries  only  had  power  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  doctrinal  status  of  Presbyterian  ministers,  and  that  the 
Board  is  not  and  could  not  be  an  ecclesiastical  tribunal  for  trying 
heretics.  Nevertheless,  the  Board  reserved  the  right  to  review  at 
any  time  the  “general  fitness”  of  any  appointee  in  the  field.  Dr. 
Fox  came  on  from  New  York  to  prosecute  before  the  Assembly  his 
protest  against  this  action,  and  the  matter  was  presented  at  length 
to  Dr.  Luccock’s  committee.  The  committee  decided  unanimously 
to  sustain  the  Board’s  position.  Dr.  Fox  was  expected  by  many 
commissioners  to  appeal  to  the  open  Assembly,  but  he  chose  to  press 
the  matter  on  the  fioor,  and  there  was  only  one  commissioner  who 
was  heard  to  vote  against  the  adoption  of  the  committee’s  recom¬ 
mendation  sustaining  the  Board. 

Minority  Beaten  ^  breezy  fifteen  mlnut^^^^  t£e  noon  hour 
on  “rathedrai”  ^ad  gone  by.  Justice  Harlan’s  project  for 
the  great  Washington  “minster”  was  final) 
passed  upon.  The  recommendation  of  the  committee  on  bills  a 
overtures  had  been  that  a  special  committee  should  be  appointe 
go  to  Washington  and  confer  on  the  subject  with  the  local  pr 
tery.  Dr.  H.  C.  Minton  advocated  this  solution.  Dr.  W.  C. 
ander,  one  of  the  ministerial  commissioners  from  Washing 
qulred  if  the  presbytery  should  vote  against  the  proposal, 
still  be  obliged  to  entertain  the  arguments  of  the  Assero 
mittee?  Being  answered  in  the  negative.  Dr.  Aiexande- 
himself  as  content.  But  Dr.  A.  W.  Clokey,  of  Cleveland 
was  not  so  easily  satisfied.  He  offered  a  minority  sr 
the  bills  and  overtures  committee,  providing  simply 
matter  should  be  referred  back  to  the  presbytery, 
the  proposal  for  a  “cathedral”  church  was  only  - 
eral  drift  of  the  denomination  toward  formalism 
instead  of  a  symbol  of  the  “dignity”  of  Presby' 
of  the  Assembly  should  be  to  secure  symbols  r 
slon.  And  in  general.  Dr.  Clokey  objected 
manner  of  founding  a  local  church.  Judge 
his  own  defense.  He  denied  having  any 
formalism.  “I  despise  ceremonies  and  forr 
he  cried.  He  had  stipulated  In  his  firs* 
the  word  “cathedral”  in  a  prelatical 
expiained,  “a  plain,  old-fashioned,  la’ 
stood  on  his  right  as  an  indivlduai  t 
bly  direct.  He  had  not  appealed  ' 
knew  there  were  local  influences 
a  national  project  he  wanted  a  ’ 
he  would  look  upon  as  an  evan' 
conception  he  read  a  letter  f’ 
edifice,  when  erected,  would 
In  the  end  there  were  very 
majority  was  carried  with 
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tcrian  schools  patronizing  outside  publishers.  Kev.  Vaclav  Losa,  of 
Pittsburg,  earnestly  represented  to  the  Assembly  the  Importance  of 
missions  among  the  Bohemians  and  Uuthenlans.  Hev.  John  P.  Pol¬ 
lock,  of  Lehigh  Presbytery,  spoke  on  the  same  problem. 

SuoDort  for  Among  the  most  significant  actions  of  the  whole 
MinUtnm  s^sslon  of  1905  was  the  adoption.  In  the  last  hours 
*  of  Wednesday  afternoon,  of  an  elaborate  susten- 

tatlon  scheme  for  disabled  ministers.  This  was  reported  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  sustentation  which  has  been  at  work  since  1903  under 
chairmanship  of  Dr.  Howard  Duftleld,  of  New  York.  In  Dr.  Duffleld’s 
absence.  Dr.  Henry  E.  Mott,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  presented  the  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  Assembly.  The  plan  contemplated  the  establishment  of 
an  annuity  fund  to  which  every  minister  and  every  church  will  be 
expected  to  contribute.  In  a  fully  organized  congregation  the  min¬ 
ister  is  expected  to  pay  out  of  his  own  salary  twenty  per  cent  of  the 
charges,  and  the  congregation  to  meet  the  remainder.  The  table 
of  assessments  is  based,  as  are  the  premium  tables  of  insurance 
companies,  on  the  age  of  beneficiaries  at  the  time  they  begin  pay¬ 
ments.  The  collection  of  data  and  the  calculation  of  rates  which 
were  necessary  In  working  out  this  schedule  of  payments,  were  ac¬ 
complished  by  the  diligence  and  determination  of  Mr.  L.  G.  Fouse, 
of  Philadelphia,  president  of  the  Fidelity  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company,  who  spent  no  less  than  15,000  of  his  own  money  on  the 
work.  Ihe  plan,  when  fully  established,  will  provide  ministers  of 
lifelong  service  in  our  church  with  an  annuity  of  $500  after  the 
age  of  70,  or  $250  in  case  of  disability  at  an  earlier  age,  with  $300 
annually  for  the  widows  of  ministers.  Clergymen  who  enter  the 
church  later  in  their  ministry  are  to  receive  lesser  payments  based 
on  the  length  of  their  service.  The  committee  explained,  however, 
that  the  plan  of  relief  could  not  become  effective  for  several  years 
after  the  ministers  and  churches  commenced  to  pay  their  premiums, 
nnless  some  benefactor  should  make  a  great  donation  to  the  fund  to 
begin  with.  After  some  commendatory  discussion,  the  Assembly 
approved  the  scheme,  and  referred  it  back  to  the  committee  to  be 
put  into  execution  as  rapidly  as  possible.  It  was  mentioned  as  an  in¬ 
teresting  fact  that  this  proposition  is  practically  the  same  as  that 
now  in  operation  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada. 

THUBSDAT  MORNING. 

At  the  opening  of  the  session  the  Assembly  voted  to  ask  the  post" 
master  general  to  restore  the  order  in  force  until  1901,  which  for" 
bade  the  money  order  and  registry  departments  to  be  open  in  any 
postoflfice  on  Sunday. 

Dr.  Henry  van  Dyke  appeared  to  ask  the  Assembly  to  advance  the 
report  on  forms  and  services  from  Friday  to  Thursday.  He  said  he 
had  originally  asked  Stated  Clerk  Roberts  for  time  on  Wednesday. 
Dr.  Roberts  reiterated  the  statement  that  there  was  no  time  except 
on  Friday.  Dr.  van  Dyke  replied  that  at  least  he  trusted  he  had  by 
this  request  cleared  himself  from  an  allegation  that  he  had  delayed 
this  matter  until  late  in  the  sessions  in  order  that  it  might  slip 
■^hrough  with^little  consideration. 

The  proposal  of  Westchester  Presbytery  to  have 

Vo  Solace  for  scholarship  aid  paid  hereafter  to  Presbyterian 
■ton  Seminary  candidates  in  seminaries  not  approved  by  the 
ibly,  received  a  summary  quietus.  Dr.  Pence,  of  Detroit,  re¬ 
fer  the  committee  on  education,  advising  that  the  overture 
•rarded.  This  was  adopted.  Of  course,  students  of  Union 
would  have  been  chiefly  advantaged  by  relaxation  of  the 
lie  in  this  particular. 

,  Dr.  John  S.  Marquis,  of  Redlapds,  Cal.,  was  pre- 
senter  of  the  report  on  theological  seminaries. 
The  largest  fact  of  the  report  was  the  news  that 
T  the  past  year  have  had  a  larger  student  body  than 
tore— a  total  of  forty  above  the  total  of  the  year 
ing.  The  committee’s  announcement  of  the  gift 
imily  to  the  seminary  at  Chicago,  was  greeted 
The  overture  from  many  presbyteries  asking 
day-school  methods  shall  be  introduced  into 
•as  approved  without  qualification,  and  the 
injunction  to  all  its  seminaries. 

're  adjournment  Wednesday  evening  the 
'k  had  read  an  unofficial  telegram  from 
'ifornia,  saying  that  the  Assembly  of 
ecided  by  a  majority  of  twenty  that 
carried  in  the  presbyterial  voting, 
occurred.  This  message  brought 
to  their  feet,  and  the  doxology 
ursday  morning  the  stated  clerk 
the  following  official  informa- 
'  General  Assembly  acknowl- 
ave  to  announce  that  we  find 
^  of  presbyteries  have  voted 
',  and  we  pray  the  blessing 
'eted  with  prolonged  ap- 
'legram  stated  that  the 
'on  to  its  committee  on 
’ith  our  committee  on 
again  next  summer, 
ly  there  had  been 
opinion  in  the  ex¬ 
it  was  reserved 
spontaneous  de- 
the  report  on 
'  extort  warm 
n  innovation 
'ader — Rev. 
'he  perma- 
urse  was 
compli- 
'le  com- 
rlstlan 
other 
was 
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But  Dr.  John 
which  soon  dt 
be  passed.  Mi 
Publication,  offt 
committee  and  ti 
ject  of  a  secretar. 

But  even  this  sugg 
Matthews  and  Mr.  , 
enough  to  commanc 
Further  amendment 
report  back  to  the  Ass 
fore  taking  any  action 
sembly  was  taken,  and  t 
was  250,  but  the  vote  for 
bly  was  338. 

^  #  An  even 

contest  for  ,^3  ^s 

Next  Assembly 

the  Assembly’s  convening  an 
representatives  of  the  capitals 
honor  of  entertaining  the  Ass 
was  interviewed  on  the  subjec 
and  careful  calculation  on  the  r 
the  result  that  both  were  positivt 
phia  was  apparently  dazed  by  the 
made  no  serious  attempt  to  breast 
in  a  formal  invitation,  but  it  was  , 

Moines  obtained  hearings  before  the 
ting  as  a  committee  on  place  of  meet 
decision  in  favor  of  Columbus. 

„  „  But  on  the  floor  of 

Des  Moines  Bests  Moderator  Moffat  tok 
Co  umbns  favored  Colum, 

for  this  favor  a  third  time,  and  now  prop, 
sion  by  celebrating  the  centenary  of  Dr. 
missionary  assigned  a  hundred  years  ago 
parts” — which  adjacent  parts  extended  to  N. 

John  W.  Day,  of  Des  Moines,  moved  the  subs 
for  Columbus  ia  the  report,  which  he  supporti 
entire  Synod  of  Iowa  had  for  four  years  pas 
movement  to  prepare  for  the  Assembly  in  1906. 
phasis  on  the  fact  that  Iowa  had  never  had  th 
while  Ohio  had  had  it  eight  times.  Dr.  S.  S.  Pali 
was  granted  privilege  of  the  floor,  and  in  rebuttal  i 
astic  plea  for  his  own  city  and  church.  Dr.  Roberta 
as  stated  clerk  he  must  give  notice  that  going  to  Des 
necessitate  an  addition  of  half  a  cent  to  the  mileage 
statement  seemed  to  react  favorably  to  Des  Moines. 

Columbus  was  supported  by  Dr.  Hays,  of  Oregon,  and  Cha 
Cracken,  of  New  York;  that  of  Des  Moines  by  Judge  John, 
same  city,  and  Dr.  Hendy,  of  Missouri.  As  the  speaking  p 
the  Assembly  grew  uproarious,  and  when  on  standing  vot 
peared  that  Des  Moines  had  an  immense  majority, — one  not 
while  counting, — its  supporters  cheered  madly.  Columbus  d. 
call  for  the  negative,  and  good-naturedly  made  it  unanimous. 


Help  to 

Build  Churches 


THUBSDAT  AFTERNOON. 

Church  erection  came  last  of  all  the  Board  cause 
Dr.  John  Clark  Hill,  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  wai 
chairman  on  this  subject.  He  reported  that  de¬ 
mands  on  the  erection  funds  were  less  last  year  than  formerly. 
Especial  prominence  was  given  to  an  appeal  for  more  money  in  the 
manse  fund.  Dr.  Ersklne  N.  White,  the  Board’s  secretary,  spoke 
briefly.  He  made  emphatic  the  point  that  the  Board  is  not  giving 
away  church  buildings,  but  affording  moderate  assistance  to  congre¬ 
gations  that  help  themselves.  Dr.  J.  Milton  Greene,  pastor  at 
Havana,  Cuba,  was  heard  sympathetically  in  his  plea  for  $18,000 
wherewith  to  purchase  a  lot  for  the  $25,000  church  building  given 
by  Mrs.  McGregor,  of  Detroit. 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Bronson,  of  Philadelphia,  reported 
for  the  committee  on  benevolence.  He  said  that 
“  the  gifts  of  Presbyterians  to  benevolent  objects 

had  increased  from  $2,700,000  to  $3,300,000  in  the  past  year,  al¬ 
though  $300,000  of  the  latter  sum  was  from  new  sources  not  strictly 
comparable  to  former  reports.  He  regretted  that  while  the  church 
grows  In  numbers  and  wealth,  its  giving  does  not  expand  correspond¬ 
ingly;  is,  in  fact,  almost  stationary.  Dr.  D.  G.  Wylie,  of  New  'York, 
spoke  on  similar  lines. 

.  The  Assembly  had  several  days  previously  voted 

ssem  y  9  onse-  devote  the  last  hour  and  a  half  of  Thursday  to 
era  on  ee  ng  ^  special  meeting  of  prayer,  praise  and  testimony 
with  special  view  to  the  evangelistic  duty  of  the  church — as  the 
resolution  phrased  it,  “to  acknowledge  the  Lord’s  blessings,  to  ask 
a  fuller  baptism  of  the  Spirit,  and  to  dedicate  ourselves  to  a  more 
consecrated  service  for  the  salvation  of  men  and  the  glory  of  our 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ.”  After  Dr.  Matthews  had  pointedly  told  of 
the  successes  of  the  Evangelistic  Committee  in  Seattle,  Dr.  McAfee 
led  the  Assembly  in  a  very  tender  and  beautiful  prayer  service,  out 
of  which  undoubted  spiritual  power  came  to  the  hearts  of  the  commis¬ 
sioners.  It  was  something  wholly  new  in  the  history  of  assemblies. 


C  OBSERVER. 

lu-o,  siistainoil,  asaln  ancl  aKaln,  this  tr(>a80iial)lo  organiza- 
ion ;  thereforp, 

“Uosolvod,  That  this  (ieiieral  Assenihly  unite  witli  other 
Cliristiaii  and  patriotic  bodies  in  reciiiesting  tlie  Senate  of  tlie 
United  States,  in  tlie  exercise  of  its  constitutional  powers  or 
prerogatives,  to  purge  itself  of  all  complicity  witli  tlie  crimes 
of  the  Mormon  hierarchy  hy  expelling  the  Apostle  Senator 
Heed  Smoot  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.” 

til  ^ 

FOREIGN  BOARD  POLICY  APPROVED. 

The  Presbyteries,  not  the  Board,  to  Decide  Whether  Candi¬ 
dates  Are  Orthodox. 

The  Rev.  George  N.  Luccock,  D.D.,  of  Chicago,  read  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions,  the  gal¬ 
leries  containng  many  women  of  the  Church  from  all  over 
the  land,  deeply  interested  in  this  cause.  For  the  first  time  in 
its  history  the  Board  had  sent  a  representative,  in  the  person 
of  Dr.  A.  W.  Halsey,  to  visit  Africa.  There  is  a  demand  now 
for  more  missionaries  than  it  is  possible  for  all  the  societies 
of  the  world  to  send,  consequently  the  field  itself  must  furnish 
more  laborers. 

The  committee  gladly  recognize  the  tendency  to  union  as 
evidenced  by  the  plan  for  the  formation  of  an  independent 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Korea,  union  with  the  English  Bap¬ 
tists  in  educational  work  in  China,  and  the  bringing  together 
of  educational  work  of  our  own  Board,  the  American  Board, 
and  the  London  Missionary  in  the  North  China  College  in  Pe¬ 
king.  The  proposition  of  the  appointment  of  Rev.  C.  E.  Bradt, 
D.D.,  to  a  field  secretaryship,  with  headqnarters  in  Chicago, 
was  favored.  The  total  receipts  of  the  Board  for  the  year 
were  $1,189,759,  and  the  expenditures,  $1,888,420,  the  balance 
for  the  year  slightly  decreasing  a  deficit  previously  reported. 
Among  the  great  contributors  was  John  H.  Converse,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  who  gave  $50,000. 

After  a  brilliant  address  by  Dr.  Halsey,  in  which  he  made 
an  impassioned  plea  for  Africa,  the  recommendations  of  the 
committee  were  adopted.  These  included  one  relating  to  the 
policy  of  the  Board  in  its  treatment  of  candidates,  charged 
with  being  unsound  theologically,  which  was  adopted  in  the 
following  terms: 

“In  reviewing  the  administration  of  the  great  trust  which 
the  Church  has  committed  to  the  Board,  as  their  stewardship  is 
indicated  by  the  written  records,  we  are  impressed  with  the 
delicacy  of  its  problems,  with  the  care  and  thoroughness  of 
consideration,  with  the  far-reaching  import  of  their  decisions, 
and  with  the  practical  wisdom  and  harmony  with  fundamental 
Gospel  principles  of  the  conclusions  reached.  We  heartily  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  Board’s  attitude  of  reserve  toward  the  question 
of  the  theological  qualifications  of  missionaries  and  indorse 
its  positive  decision  to  leave  the  prerogative  of  Presbyteries  to 
the  Presbyteries.  On  the  clear  understanding  that  the  phrase 
‘General  Fitness’  includes  those  matters  lying  on  the  border 
land  of  doctrinal  belief,  which,  while  not  affecting  doctrinal 
soundness  and  therefore  not  ordinarily  coming  within  the 
scope  of  Presbyterial  inquiry,  may  seriously  affect  a  man’s  fit¬ 
ness  for  the  foreign  field,  we  approve  the  Board’s  declaration 
of  policy  and  methods,  which  is  as  follows: 

“  ‘The  Board  reaffirms  its  adherence  to  the  principle  set  forth 
in  its  action  of  May  6,  1902,  that  it  has  no  ecclesiastical  func¬ 
tions,  and  that  all  questions  relating  to  ministerial  standing  or 
soundness  in  the  faith  must  be  authoritatively  and  finally  set¬ 
tled  by  the  Church  courts.  Accordingly,  in  any  case  where  evi¬ 
dence  is  brought  before  the  Board  tending  to  show  doctrinal 
unsoundness  on  the  part  of  a  ministerial  appointee  or  candi¬ 
date,  it  shall  be  promptly  referred  for  investigation  to  the 
Presbytery  to  which  he  is  responsible.  The  Board,  however, 
while  affirming  the  principle  of  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
the  courts  of  the  Church  in  matters  of  orthodoxy,  does  not 
consider  itself  precluded  thereby  from  reconsidering  at  any 
time  the  general  fitness  of  an  appointee  for  the  arduous  and 
responsible  service  of  the  foreign  missionary,  and  of  assuring 
itself  by  proper  and  reasonable  inquiries  of  his  probable  use¬ 
fulness  in  the  field.  The  Board  directs  that  this  action  shall 
be  especially  reported  to  the  next  General  Assembly  for  ap¬ 
proval,  modification  or  reversal.  In  order  to  prevent  embar¬ 
rassing  complications  and  possible  disappointments,  it  is 
further  resolved,  that  in  the  case  of  a  candidate  who  has  not 
received  his  training  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  or  whose 
educational  advantages  have  not  been  such  as  to  insure  an 
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Extract  from  letter  of  C.  H.  Feiin  to  Dr.  Brown, 

Peitaiho,  China,  Aug.  7,  1905. 

TThile  in  the  main  in  sympai;thy  with  the  action  of  the  Board 
and  Assembly  with  reference  to  theological  qualifications  of  can¬ 
didates,  I  foresee  some  emharras^mehts  as  the  result,  especially  in 
the  case  of  men  who  have  gone  wrong  theologically  on  the  field, 
against  v/hom  no  action  would  he  ts-hen  hy  a  native  Presbytery  or 
who  would  be  too  far  away  to  be  called  to  account  by  a  home  pren- 
bytery.  However,  any  other  attitude  also  has  its  em.barrassmients ,  un¬ 
questionably.  ” 


The  review  of  preabvterial  records  bore 
hard  upon  Brooklyn  Presbytery 
respects.  From  statements  made  by 
members  of  the  Presbytery 
floor,  ic  appeared  that  an  exception  taken 
to  the  ordination  of  a  candidate  for  the 
ministry  with  only  two  of  the 

Presbytery  present  was  the  fault  of  the 
record,  a  third  minister  having  been  pres¬ 
ent,  bat  not  so  recorded. 
considerable  number  of  similar 
esoeoially  in  the  matter  of  adjournment 
Tud  a  lack  of  required  detail,  all  of  which 
can  be  supplied,  the  leonds  were  seat 
back  for  oerreotion  in  suoh  particulars 
but  there  seem  grave  neglects  to  which 
the  Synod  took  exception,  and  beoauie  of 
which  it  directed  the  Presbytery  here¬ 
after  to  obser  ye  all  the  lequirameats  of 
the  constitution  in  its 
of  these  was  the  organization  of  a  church 
by  a  commission  at  which  only  two  naln- 
Isters  were  present.  Another  was  the 


I  frequent  reception  of  candidates  without 
record  of  their  being  in  the  communion 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  or  recom¬ 
mends  tion  of  the  session  of  the  church  to 
which  they  beloneed,  and  in  the  case  of 
two,  Frank  E,  Field,  and  William  A. 
Glegsteen,  their  reception,  when  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  record  they  were  members  of 
other  denominations,  and  according  to 
the  statements  of  delegates  present,  were 
communicants  tf  our  church  only  about 
three  months  instead  of  six  as  required. 
The  report  on  Synodical  Home  Missions 
showed  contributions  of  $19,572.93,  and  a 
balance  of  $511  52  in  the  treasury. 

Synod-^ Turned  on.  Thmsday  evening 
to  Central 

Cnuroh  of  Syracuse-  /) 

New  York.  ‘ 
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tL  Umi'ii  ihiit  Hi’V.  1.  C.  I'.iisson,  pastor 
I  I'tiilKi'loy  Siri'i-1,  was  roinpi'llccl  by 
sii-Utu'ss  to  bi-  absent  from  bis  pulpit  a 
Sabbatb  or  two.  1 1  is  place  was  taken 
bv  Rev.  1.  C.  Yeakel,  of  llainiltnn.  Mil. 


Our  New  York  Letter. 

Mr.  b'reilerick  I.eUuy  Itrown.  a  inein- 
ber  of  the  last  graduating  class  of  Union 
rheological  Seminary,  was  ordained  by 
the  I’resbytery  of  Brooklyn  on  last 
Friday  evening  and  installed  pastor  of 
the  VVoodhaven  church.  1  he  sermon 
was  preached  by  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Cuth- 
bert  Hall,  president  of  Union  Seminary. 

This  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  does  not 
seem  to  be  taking  a  vacation  during  the 
summer,  but  is  unusually  active.  Last 
Saturday  it  held  a  re  mit-a  meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  licensing  and  ordain¬ 
ing  two  students  also  of  the  last  gradu¬ 
ating  class  of  Union,  who  were  received 
under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  not  six 
months  ago,  and  received,  as  I  am  in¬ 
formed.  without  the  three  months  no¬ 
tice  now  required  of  candidates  under 
Constitutional  Rule  No.  3,  adopted  by 
the  Presbyteries  in  1901.  Some  of  the 
Presbytery  contended  that  the  action  of 
the  Judicatory  was  also  in  violation  of 
Section  7,  Chapter  XIV  of  the  Form  of 
Government,  which  says  that  “no  candi¬ 
date  shall  receive  license  to  preach  until 
he  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  for  at  least  one  year,  except  in 
extraordinary  cases  and  by  consent  of 
three-fourths  of  the  members  of  Pres¬ 
bytery  present.” 

They  were  Mr.  Frank  E.  Field,  of 
Dover,  111.,  who  studied  at  Westminster 
College  of  Iowa  and  Yale  University, 
who  expects  to  go  to  West  Shantung. 
Lhina,  as  a  foreign  missionary,  and  Mr. 
W.  H.  Gleysteen.  of  Alton,  Iowa,  who 
I  graduated  at  Michigan  University  and 
I  also  expects  to  become  a  foreign  mis- 
;  sionary  at  Pekin,  China.  Both  were  in 
Union  Seminary  four  years,  one  year  be¬ 
ing  post-graduate  students.  The  Pres¬ 
bytery  has  not  y^et  published  the  reasons 
which  led  it  to  regard  the  licensure  of 
these  candidates  as  “extraordinary,”  but 
it  has  been  surmised  in  my  hearing  that 
the  extraordinary  feature  is  to  be  found 
first,  in  the  fact  that  it  occurred  at  a  pro 
rc  nat-a  meeting,  in  the  height  of  sum¬ 
mer  when  many  of  the  members  of  the 
Presbytery  were  aw'ay^  from  the  city  on 
their  vacations;  second,  because  both  of 
them  were,  until  very  recently,  members 
of  other  denominations,  one  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  the  other  of 
the  Reformed;  third,  because  both  of 
them  during  the  last  four  years  were  in 
a  theological  seminary  whose  teachings 
are  disavowed  by  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  where  they  could  not  be  expected  to 
be  taught  concerning  the  length  of  time 
ordinarilv  required  for  a  candidate  to 
be  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  be¬ 
fore  he  can  he  licensed,  and  where  they 
jrugl^t  easily  be  ignorant  of  the  fact  that 
Constitutional  Rule  No.  3  is  mandatory 
in  the  matter  of  a  three  months’  notice 
to  the  Presbytery  before  a  candidate 
can  be  received  under  its  care;  and,v 
fourth,  extraordinary,  because  neither  of 
them  presented  himself  to  Presbytery 
for  license,  and  probably  not  as  a  can- 
<-.r  probationer,  until  he  had  ar- 
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Abby's  Luncheons 

Make  housekeeping  easy.  Veal  Loaf, 
Ham  Loaf,  Melrose  Pate,  Vienna  Sausage, 
Pork  and  Beans,  Corned  Beef  Hash  are 
always  ready  to  serve. 

The  delicious  flavor  of  the  Libby  Pro¬ 
ducts  is  unsurpassed— they  taste 
even  better  than  they  look. 

“  How  to  Make  G.'od  Things  to  Eat"  is  free  for  the  asktog. 
libby’B  Big  .^tlas  of  the  World  mailed  for  five  2e  etampB. 

Libby,  McMelll  4'  Libby 
Chicago 


nary  cases,  under  the  operation  of  a 
complaint. 

Rev.  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Dickey,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  preached  last  Sabbath  morning 
in  the  First  church  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y., 
Dr.  Stevenson,  the  pastor,  being  on  his 
vacation. 

Rev  Dr.  Te'ini  =  'S.  Hamlin,  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  was  111  tile  Brick  church, 
and  Dr.  Francis  L.  Patton,  of  Princeton, 
in  the  Rutgers  Riverside. 

The  Fourth  church  was  closed  an 
will  remain  closed  until  the  second  Sal 
bath  of  September. 

Rev.  Dr.  J.  Miller  Robinson,  of  t 
Westminster  church  of  Dubuque, 
preached  at  a  union  service  in  Harl 
in  which  the  Harlem  Presbyte 
church  participated. 

On  Friday  evening  last  a  unique 
vice  was  held  in  connection  witi 
breaking  of  ground  for  the  new  f 
■on  Washington  Heights,  which  is 
occupied  by  this  church  when 
with  the  Washington  Heights 
The  new  edifice  is  to  cost  $140. 
will  be  ready  for  occupancy  ab< 
tember  i,  1Q05.  There  were  pra 
addres.ses  by  the  pastor.  Rev 
Sexton.  D.b.,  who  removed 
spadeful  of  earth.  Ma 


Mr.  Labarec  Preaches  1 
well  Sermon. 

Last  Sabbath  evening  the  ’ 
M.  Labaree  preached  his 
moil  as  pastor  of  the 
church.  He  will  sail  for  U 
September  6.  Mr.  Labare 
missionary  parents  tb 
ago  in  Persia,  where 
at  the  age  of  eight' 
the  superintend^ 
graduated  in  t'" 

Ohio,  and 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN 


for  (Kbrlst 


,  MISSIONART  SOCIETY 
STTERIAN  CHURCH,  601 
ngr,  1319  Walnut  St.,  Phlla- 


.Corean  Boundary  on  the 
Northeast. 

jr  the  time  that  part  of 
ared  to  us  by  the  labor  of 
laries,  and  rendered  fascinat- 
-sent  to  the  whole  v.'orld  be- 
the  uncertainties  of  a  great 
us  sweep  our  eye  over  the  map 
leastern  Korea,  where  the  Tumen 
,eparates  it  from  Manchurian  and 
in  territory. 

a  meeting-place  of  Russian,  Chi- 
and  Korean  cannot  fail  to  be  inter- 
.ng  geographically  and  ethnographi- 
ily,  and  here,  as  often,  we  find  the  mis- 
.onary  in  the  van  taking  notes. 

NORTHEASTERN  KOREA. 

“Perhaps  the  northeastern  province 
called  Ham  Kyung  is  the  darkest  of  all 
the  kingdom,  being  the  farthest  distant 
from  the  centres  where  evangelization 
began,  the  least  subject  to  the  influences 
of  civilization,  and  the  most  strongly 
tied  down  by  the  bonds  of  Korean  su¬ 
perstition.  In  1903  an  attempt  was  made 
to  carry  the  Gospel  into  the  furthest 
confines  of  this  region  by  the  mission¬ 
aries  stationed  in  the  part  of  Sung  Chin. 

Kyung  Sung,  the  capital,  represents  at 
the  present  time  the  northern  limit  of 
believers  in  Korea,  and  from  this  place 
ve  pushed  inland  toward  the  north  to 
isit  the  large  inland  towns  along  the 
limen  River. 

NODDING  WATER  PESTLES. 

The  road  is  good  for  wagons  all  the 
T  to  Hoi  Ryong,  and  the  most  dis¬ 
tive  sights  in  this  region,  as  in  all 
north,  are  two,  namely,  the  hillside 
ing  and  the  nodding  water  pestles, 
farms  resemble  some  of  our  East- 
anadian  fields,  where,  as  Mr.  Robb 
“they  stand  their  farm  on  edge 
titivate  both  sides.”  The  water 
have  no  covering  or  house  over 
s  in  the  south,  and  are  set  close 
along  the  streams,  so  that 
oking  up  a  valley,  one  may  see 
cores  of  these  nodding  pound- 
-  glance,  some  rising,  some  fall- 
■y  resemble  a  flock  of  geese 
td  watching,  or  a  crowd  of 
worshipping  at  ancestral 
1  are  an  object  lesson  in  un- 
or  to  the  Korean, 
ig,  the  -place  where  this  big 
i  the  Tumen,  is  a  fine,  large, 
in  a  populous  centre.  It  has 
and  those  nearly  all  huge 
mildings.  In  this  region 
o  be  a  large  Roman  Catho- 
who  are  visited  by  Pere 
m.  We  had  good  sale  for 
>  reached  a  great  many 
Drenching.  We  found 
'■’e  Tumen  region  call 
no  other  name 
’ttle  Kingdom,” 
'iroximity  to 
-e  are  now 
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Korean  left  his  own  land  to  live  there. 
Now  however  there  is  no  prejudice 
against  such  emigration,  and  numbers 
are  constantly  crossing  to  take  up  land 
among  these  Chinese. 

After  spending  our  third  Sabbath  from 
home  in  Ploi  Ryong,  we  proceeded  to 
follow  the  course  of  the  Tumen.  In 
some  places  there  is  a  wide  fertile  inter¬ 
vale  between  the  river  and  the  Korean 
mountains;  in  other  places  the  old  Ko¬ 
rean  mountains  back  right  up  to  the 
river.  On  these,  small  shrubby  apricots 
grow  in  profusion,  and  as  at  that  time 
of  year  they  were  in  blossom,  the  sight 
was  magnificent.  Across  the  river_  the 
Manchurian  hills  lay  bare  and  destitute 
of  a  single  tree,  but  the  numerous  settle¬ 
ments,  which  seemed  to  be  principally 
Korean,  betokened  a  large  population. 
Tuesday  noon  brought  us  to  Chong 
Sung  city,  where  we  sold  seven  Korean 
New  Testaments  in  half  an  hour's  open- 
air  meeting  after  tiffin.  We  had  now 
sold  all  the  large  stock  of  books  and 
tracts  we  had  with  us.  except  whole  Tes¬ 
taments,  a  few  in  Chinese,  and  a  few  in 
Korean. 

Along  the  Korean  bank  of  the  Tumen 
there  are  ruins  of  many  old  frontier 
forts  of  days  gone-by,  which  bear  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  good  old  fighting  times  of 
yore.  We  now  reached  the  city-  of  Oin 
Sung, 

THE  MOST  NORTHERN  KOREAN  CITY. 


Here  the  Tumen  turns  at  a  sharp  angle 
and  from  running  northeast,  or  nearly 
north,  flows  off  to  the  southeast.  We 
however  crossed  it  here  so  as  to  travel 
through  Manchurian  and  Russian  terri¬ 
tory  to  Vladivostok  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  what  mission  work  might 
be  done  among  the  many  Korean  emi¬ 
grants  in  these  parts.  The  ferry  was  a 
most  primitive  one,  a  long  log  hollowed 
out  into  a  “dugout  canoe”  two  feet 
wide,  in  which  we  had  to  sit  cannily, 
while  our  horses  swam  across  the  swift 
ice-cold  river. 

We  now  pushed  eastward  through 
treeless  fertile  country,  not  very_  hilly, 
and  saw  the  Chinese  farmers  beginning 
their  spring  work.  Reaching  the  large 
city  of  Hun  Chun,  we  spent  a  day  in 
sight-seeing  and  in  social  intercourse 
with  the  band  of  Chinese  Christians 
whom  we  found  there.  On  leaving  we 
all  sang  together  “God  be  with  you  till 
we  meet  again.”  we  from  Enmoun 
hymn  books  and  they  from  Hanmun. 
Again  traveling  eastward,  we  passed 
through  land  lying  wide  and  waste,  like 
the  American  western  prairies,  with  evi¬ 
dences  of  having  at  one  time  been  under 
cultivation,  but  now  lying  fallow.  It 
seemed  to  be  nearness  to  the 

RUSSIAN  BOUNDARY 


that  determined  this  wasteness,  for  after 
crossing  the  border,  where  there  is  a 
large  Cossack  guard,  the  same  waste  un¬ 
inhabited  character  prevailed. 

We  spent  that  Saturday  night  in  a 
small  Korean  settlement,  15  li  from  the 


arge  Russian  military  post  of  Nova 
ECiefsk.  From  what  we  saw  there  and 
iubsequently  there  was  no  support  for 
he  somewhat  exaggerated  reports  which 
lave  been  circulated  bv  some  traV'.lcfs 
•  bof*t  tt-.e  t'-eat  material  pro/perity  of 
k’n.eliian-,-  ■*  Koreans.  few  step.®  re- 
nove  across  the  Tum,en,  and  a  few/v 
cears'  ^''iinerce  in  a  virtually  Korea’/ 
icmnin  ■i'-..'  on  Russian  soil,  dc/ 

\:e  He  oPloned  in 


;// 


Extract  from  the  7oreaTi  I, Ti nates  of  Septomher  1st,  1909 


KXUCUTIYE  COtC.'HTTI^?]  -  The  Executive  Committee  reported  as 
follows  on  the  communication  referred  to  it: 

Tn  regard  to  the  Communication  from  the  West  India  Mission  re- 
ferred  to  the  Executive  Committee  hy  the  Mission,  we  recommend  that 
the  Mission  answers  as  fcDllowsr 

'^■Thile  we  sympathize  with  the  idea  that  the  Board  should  seek 
the  counsel  of  the  Missions  in  changes  in  the  Manual,  we  consider 
that  in  the  past’’ this  has  heen  measureably  conserved,  and  that  at 
present  no  action  is  called  for.’’ 


Adopted 


>  ■ 


K. 


To  be  filled  out  by  order  of  Presbytery  if  the  Candidate  is  or  expects  to  be  ordained,  and  in  all  other  cases  by  the  Church  Session. 


To  the  ^oard  of  foreign  S^ltsstons  of  the 

T*resbytenan  Church  in  the  U,  S.  cA, 

Dear  Brethren : 

I  hereby  certify  that  Mr. . . 

is  a  member  in  good  and  regular  standing  of  thr  . . . . 

of . and  that  on  the . day  of _ _ 

after  an  adequate  and  satisfactory  examination,  he  was  by  special  vote  recommended  to  the  Board  as 
possessing  the  qualifications  requisite  for  appointment  as  a  Foreign  Missionary. 


(Sigfnature) 


{State  %>hether  cModerator  or  Clerk.) 


(Dated) 


This  Certificate  shoidd  be  returned  to  the  Rev.  ARTHUR  f.  BROWN,  D.D. 

iy6  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 


CABLE  ADDRESS:  “INCULCATE.  NEW  YORK" 


TELEPHONE:  WATKINS  Slot 


TllK  KOARn  OF  FORFIC>rV 

or  XUK 

l*KF»i»YTFRlAN  CllURCU  IN  TIIF  IJ.  N.  A. 

ISO  FIFTH  AVKNUK 
NBW  YOBK 


October  11,  1921. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D. ,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D. ,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows : 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted: 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand, 

"  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated. '  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline,  and  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions , 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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October  11,  1921. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  a^ 
follows : 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted: 

"  ’Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

”  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated.'  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  alj  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline,  •and  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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October  11,  1921. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.*  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows; 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented'  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted; 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

"  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated. '  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline , '^and.  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

****** 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows : 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted: 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

'•  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated.'  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  alL  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline,  &nd  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which 'it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows : 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted; 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand, 

"  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated. '  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all.  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline , as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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October  11,  1921. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows : 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted: 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

"  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated. '  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline ,^‘^ahd  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E,  Speer  ) 


CABLE  ADDRESS;  "INCULCATE.  NEW  YORK  " 


TELEPHONE;  WATKINS  8191 


THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.A. 
1B6  FIFXH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


October  11,  1921. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D. ,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D. ,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows : 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted; 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

•'  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated. '  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all.  nmtters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline ,  as  an 

administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee, 
Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows : 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted: 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand, 

"  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions,^ 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated. '  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline,  •^ad  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee, 
Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows ; 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board,  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted; 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand, 

"  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated.'  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline,  ahd  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions, 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows ; 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted: 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

"  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated.'  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  masters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline,  and  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 

follows : 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis- 
'sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19—26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted; 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

”  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated. '  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  K^^ters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline,  and  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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October  11,  1921. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a. 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D. ,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows ; 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted: 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

*'  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated. '  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline,  €bad  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 

involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows : 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted; 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

"  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  -be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated.'  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  jnalters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline,  knd  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 

involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
g g j_ Q jjQ pi 0 s  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to' them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

************ 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise'the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows : 

STATEMENT 


"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi- 
for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted: 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

"  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated.'  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline,  and  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 

involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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October  11,  1921. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D. ,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows ; 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted: 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

"  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated. '  ” 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline,  -and  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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October  11,  1921. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows ; 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted: 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

*'  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated. '  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline,  and  as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  ovm  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 

follows : 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted: 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

"  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 

foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated. '  " 

• 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all,  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline , as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions . 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

ON 

ITS  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  DOCTRINAL  SOUNDNESS  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June  20  the  President  of  the  Board, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  and  Methods,  reported  that  the 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Executive  Council  had  considered 
together  what  action  it  was  desirable  for  the  Board  to  take  in  view  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  reports  of  laxity 
of  belief  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  missionaries.  The  Committee  and  the 
Council  had  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  careful  statement  should 
be  prepared  to  send  to  the  Missions  and  for  such  other  use  as  might  be 
deemed  wise,  that  a  tentative  statement  had  been  considered,  and  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Alexander,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D. ,  and  Secretary  Robert  E.  Speer  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  statement  for  submission  to  the  Board.  September  19,  this 
sub-committee  presented  a  report,  which  after  discussion,  was  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  certain  amendments.  At  the  following  meeting  of  the 
Board,  October  10th,  the  amended  report  was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows ; 

STATEMENT 

"During  recent  months  statements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
laxity  of  conviction  and  of  teaching  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  have  naturally  caused  concern  among  the  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home.  ,  These  statements  applied 
in  slight  measure,  as  those  who  made  them  recognized,  to  the  missionaries 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  however,  at 
once  took  cognizance  of  such  reports  and  asked  any  who  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  to  communicate  to  the  Board  any  facts  on  which  they  might 
rest  so  far  as  such  facts  were  of  direct  concern  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  its  foreign  missionary  Board.  Thus  far  no  definite  facts 
have  been  submitted. 

"The  whole  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  May  19-26,  1921.  The 
Assembly  referred  the  question  to  its  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions  and  that  Committee  after  a  careful  investigation  presented  the 
following  report  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Assembly  heartily  adopted: 

"  'Having  received  certain  overtures  from  a  number  of  Presby¬ 
teries  calling  attention  to  reports  regarding  irregular  beliefs 
and  teachings  among  some  foreign  missionaries,  and  having  heard  all 
representatives  of  such  Presbyteries  as  wished  to  appear  before  the 
Committee,  and  having  also  carefully  examined  all  the  material  before 
the  Committee,  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  report  that  it  finds 
nothing  to  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  in  the  great  body  of  its  loyal  Chris- 


tian  missionaries.  But  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  our  Church,  be  it  resolved 
that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to  examine  further 
into  these  reports  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  such  action  as  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  con¬ 
ditions  may  demand. 

"  'Moreover  it  recommends  that  the  Presbyteries  and  Sessions, 
which  have  the  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter,  be  enjoined  and 
counseled  in  the  ordaining  and  recommending  of  all  men  and  women 
for  foreign  missionary  work  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  so  that 
the  missionary  enterprise  may  be  safeguarded  and  the  evangelical 
foundations  of  our  Church  be  perpetuated. '  " 

"It  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  scrupulously  to  avoid  any  encroachment  upon  the  province 
of  the  church  courts  which  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  matters 
involving  ministerial  standing  or  ecclesiastical  discipline ,'^^ndr as  an 
administrative  agency  of  the  General  Assembly  it  accepts  its  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  evangelical  teachings  as  well  as  the  Missionary 
effectiveness  of  those  whom  it  commissions  and  sends  to  the  foreign  field. 

"In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  it  is 
continuing  the  enquiry  which  it  initiated  before  the  reports  referred  to 
were  put  in  circulation  and  will  investigate  carefully  any  definite  charges 
that  missionaries  subject  to  its  authority  have  departed  from  the  faith. 

On  the  fundamental  issue  involved  there  is  and  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  Foreign  Mission  work  is  carried 
on  to  make  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  known  to  all  men  as  their  Divine  Saviour, 
and  our  missionaries  must  be,  and  our  Board  is  confident  that  they  are, 
men  and  women  who  believe  and  trust  in  Him,  and  who  hold  the  fundamental 
and  essential  convictions  of  the  Gospel. 

"In  conjunction  with  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  the  Board  will 
endeavor  in  all  faithfulness  to  discharge  its  responsibility  and  to  send 
to  the  field  only  such  workers  as  are  definite  in  their  evangelical 
convictions. 

"If  anywhere  and  at  any  time  in  the  foreign  mission  force  of 
the  Church  men  and  women  lose  their  loyalty  to  the  great  convictions  for 
which  the  Church  stands,  the  Board  will  expect  that  in  honor  they  will 
report  such  change  of  view  to  their  own  Presbytery  or  to  the  Board,  or 
that  otherwise  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission  concerned  will  take 
up  the  matter  with  them  and  with  the  Board  and  with  the  Presbytery 
involved. 

"Thus  far,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Board  has  received  no 
evidence  with  regard  to  any  individual  calling  for  or  capable  of  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  Presbytery. 

"The  Board  has  full  trust  in  and  deep  affection  for  its  foreign 
missionaries  and  is  not  in  any  mood  of  suspicion  or  misgiving  with  regard 
to  them.  It  thinks  of  them  with  pride  and  gratitude.  The  enterprise 
which  they  are  carrying  on  is  the  most  sacred  and  honored  enterprise  of 
the  Church.  It  is  the  deep  confidence  of  the  Board  that  this  enterprise 
will  be  carried  forward  with  steadfast  fidelity  and  ever-increasing 
blessing  and  power." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

George  Alexander  ) 

Charles  R.  Erdman  )  Committee. 

Robert  E.  Speer  ) 
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Tal^ren  from  the  India  Council’s  iv'in-utes  of  1021, 


Statement  of  tho  Evang-ellcal  Loyalty  of  the  Board’s  Missienarios 

in  India. 


’’ThroUf^  U'O  comc;unications  and  a  statement  from  the  Board  (Board 
letters  TIosl  7,11, IS)  and  more  recently  throu^^h  the  Board’s  depvitation  to 
India,  the  Cotincil  has  learned  with  surprise  tha't  the  evarigelical  loyalty 
of  some  of  the  Board’ s  missionaries  in  the  Tarlous  foreign  fields,  India 
included,  has  teen  questioned  in  some  quarters.  The  Council  knows  of  no 
missionary  in  the  Board’s  service  in  India  who  does  not  heartily  accept 
the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith  as  laid  down  in  the 
Standards,  including  the  deity  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  His  sacrificial 
death  on  Behalf  of  sinners,  and  the  inspiration  and  authority  of  the 
Bihle  as  the  V/ord  of  God.  The  Council  holds  strongly  that  the  evangelical 
loyalty  of  the  missionary  Body  is  its  most  precious  asset,  and  must  Be 
guarded  with  all  care.  All  missionaries.  Both  ordained  and  unordained, 
are  memBers  either  of  Presbyteries  or  of  Churches  in  India  or  America, 
and  are  thus  amenable  to  discipline. 


’’The  Secretary  of  the  India  Council  in  his  visit®  to  the  various 
stations  Is  in  a  position  to  satisfy  himself  and  assure  the  Council  and^^ 
the  Boqrd  of  the  evangelical  character  of  the  Beliefs  held  and  the  teachings 
given.  "  Should  he  discover  any  case  which,  after  making  all  due  allowances 
for  legitimate  differences  in  opinion  and  phraseology,  is  clearly  that  of 
disloyalty  to  the  Church’s  fundamental  convictions,  he  is  exnected  to  Bring 
the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Council. 


’■‘Most  cr  all  of  the-niemBers  of  the  Council  have  received  copies  of 
a  proposed  Bible  League  of  India,  Burma  and  Ceylon.  The  Council  is  in 
sympathy  with  the  general  purpose  of  the  League,  namely  the  defense  of  the 
divine  authority  of  the  Bible  as  the  Word  of  God,  But  Believes  that  the 
responsibility  for  establishing  doctrinal  tests  Belongs  to  the  proper  ec¬ 
clesiastical  authority.  The  following  reply  of  Rev.  J.  J.  Lucas,  P.D.,te 
an  invitation  to  join  the  League  expresses  also  the  opinion^of  the  Council 
and  shoivs  that  membership  of  such  an  association  is  not  indispensable  as  an 

evidence  of  evangelical  loyalty."  i  r> 

Landour,  Kussoorie.l'.P. , 

Julv  21.  1921. 


'*Eev.  Watkin  E.  Roberts, 
Scripture  Gift  riission, 
Calcutta. 


Pear  Mr.  Roberts, 

Your  letter  inviting  me  to  join  the  Bible  League  of  India,  Burma, and 
Cevlon  came  duly  to  hand.  1  have  read  the  paper  accom.panying  the  i^vita- 
tlon  rhirglv.s  the  reasons  -.-hioh  have  lod  to  the  proposal  to  fora  the  . 

There  is  a  statement  in  the  paper  ’very  many  young  missio^ies  have  alreauy 
had  their  faith  destroyed  or  their  service  for  Christ  rendered  inoperativ. 


copy. 


Taken  from  the  India  Council's  Minutes  of  1021. 

Statement  of  thp  Evaiigelical  Loyalty  of  the  Poard’ 9  Missienariea 

in  lndia4 


"Throui^Ji  t\."0  coKirimiications  and  a  statement  from  the  Board  (Board 
letters  Nosl  7,11, IE)  and  more  recently  through  the  Board’s  deputation  to 
India,  the  Council  has  learned  with  surprise  that  the  evangelical  loyalty 
of  some  of  the  Board’s  missionaries  in  the  various  foreign  fields,  ^ndia 
included,  has  been  qiiestioned  in  some  quarters.  The  Council  knows  of  no 
missionary  in  the  Board's  service  in  India  who  does  not  heartily  accept 
the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith  as  laid  down  in  the 
Standards,  including  the  deity  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  His  sacrificia 
death  on  behalf  of  sinners,  and  the  inspiration  and  authority  of  the 
Bible  as  the  Word  of  God.  The  Council  holds  strongly  that  the  evangelical 
loyalty  of  the  missionary  body  is  its  most  precious  asset,  and  must  be 
guarded  with  all  care.  All  missionaries,  both  ordained  and  unordained, 
are  members  either  of  Presbyteries  or  of  Churches  in  India  or  America, 
and  are  thus  amenable  to  discipline. 

’’The  Secretary  of  the  India  Council  in  his  visits  to  the  various 
stations  is  in  a  position  to  satisfy  himself  and  assure  the  Council  an.d 
the  Boqrd  of  the  evangelical  character  of  the  beliefs  held  and  the  teachings 
given.  '  Should  he  discover  any  case  which,  after  malcing  all  due  allowances 
for  legitimate  differences  in  opinion  and  phraseology,  is  clearly  that  of 
disloyalty  to  the  Church's  fundamental  convictions,  he  is  ex-nected  to  bring 
the  matter  to  th®  attention  of  the  Council. 


”Kost  or  all  of  the^members  of  the  Council  have  received  copies  of 
a  proposed  Bible  League  of  India,  Burma  and  Ceylon.  The  Coimcil  is  In 
sympathy  with  the  general  purpose  of  the  League,  namely  the  defense  ^  ^ 
divine  authority  of  the  Bible  as  the  Word  of  God,  but  believes  that  the 
responsibility  for  establishing  doctrinal  tests  belongs  to  the  proper  ec¬ 
clesiastical  authority.  The  following  reply  of  Rev.  J.  J.  Lucas ,  P. 3. , t© 
an  invitation  to  join  the  League  expresses  also  the  opinion  of  the  Councx 
and  shows  that  membership  of  such  an  association  is  not  indispensable  as  an 

evidence  of  evangelical  loyalty.”  tt  p 

Landour,  5tussoorie,U.r. , 

Julv  El,  19E1. 


'*Rev.  Watkin  R.  Roberts, 
Scripture  Gift  Mission, 
Calcutta. 


Pear  Mr.  Roberts, 

Your  letter  inviting  me  to  join  the  Bible  League  of  India,  Burma,and 
Cevlon  came  duly  to  hand.  1  have  read  tho  paper  accompanying  the 
tion  vrhich  gives  the  reasons  which  have  lod  to  the  proposal  to  form  the  Le^^e, 
There  is  a  statement  in  the  paper  ’very  many  Y^^^g.^Jssionaries  have  already 
had  their  faith  destroyed  or  their  servico  for  Christ  rendered  inoperative 


COPY, 


from  tlig  India  Council’s  Minutes  of  1021. 

Statem^^nt  of  tho  Evang’f^lical  Loyalty  of  tho  Board's  kissianarins 

in  India. 


"ThroUf^  t^'O  cornniu'nications  and  a  statement  from  the  Board  (Board 
letters  llosl  7,12,1?.)  and  more  recently  through  the  Board's  deputation  to 
India,  the  Council  has  learned  with  surprise  that  the  evaiigelical  loyalty 
of  seme  of  the  Board’s  missionaries  in  the  Tarious  foreign  fields,  India 
included,  has  heen  qixestioned  in  some  quarters.  The  Council  knows  cf  no 
missionary  in  the  Board’s  service  in  India  who  does  not  heartily  accept 
the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith  as  laid  down  in  the^ 
Standards,  including  the  deity  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  HU  sacrificial 
death  on  behalf  of  sinners,  and  the  inspiration  and  authority  of  the 
Bible  as  the  V/ord  of  G-od,  The  Council  holds  strongly  that  the  evangelical 
loyalty  of  the  missionary  body  is  its  most,  precious  asset,  and  must  be 
guarded  with  all  care.  All  missionaries,  both  ordained  and  unordained, 
are  members  either  of  P-resbyteries  or  of  Churches  in  India  or  America, 
and  are  thus  amenable  to  discipline. 


"The  Secretary  of  the  India  Council  in  his  visits  to  the  various 
stations  is  in  a  position  to  satisfy  himself  and  assure  the  Cornell  ^nd 
the  Boqrd  of  the  evangelical  character  of  the  beliefs  held  and  the  teacLi.-oS 
given.  Should  he  discover  any  case  which,  after  making  all  due  allowances 
for  legitimate  differences  in  opinion  and  phraseology,  is  clearly  tint  o^ 
disloyalty  to  the  Church's  fundamental  convictions,  he  is  expected  to  bring 
the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Council. 


’■'Most  cr  all  of  the- members  of  the  Council  have  received  copies  of 
a  proposed  Bible  Leafpie  of  India,  Burma  and  Ceylon.  The  Council  is  in 
sympathy  with  the  general  purpose  of  the  League,  namely  the  defense  o  e 
divine  authority  of  the  Bible  as  the  Word  of  God,  but  Relieves  that  tho 
responsibility  for  establishing  doctrinal  tests  belongs  to  the  proper  ec-- 

oleslastical  authority.  The  follovrtng  reply  rf 

an  invitation  to  Join  the  league  expresses  also  the  opinion  of  the  Counc. 
and  shews  that  maibership  of  such  an  association  is  not  indispensable  as  an 

evidenoe  of  evangelical  loyalty."  pandour,  Kussoorle.l’.P. , 


'*Eev.  Watkin  R.  Roberts, 
Scripture  Gift  Mission, 
Calcutta. 


I)e.ar  kr.  Roberts, 

Your  letter  inviting  me  to  join  the  Bible  League  of  Burma,and 

Cevlon  came  duly  to  hand.  I  have  read  tho  paper  accompanying  the  invita- 
tSn™hirgiv«  the  reasons  -hich  have  led  to  the  proposil  to  form  the  League. 
There  is  a  statement  in  the  paper  'very  many  young  missionaries  have  aliea..y 
tofthelr  faith  destroyed  or  their  servloo  for  Christ  rendered  inoperative 
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Befinttton 


Cl)eologp  te  tl)e  of  d^oti 

By  a  “science”  we  mean  a  classified 
presentation  of  all  the  facts  we  can  ascer¬ 
tain  about  God ;  about  him  personally ;  the 
mode  of  his  being;  the  nature  of  his  attri¬ 
butes;  the  creations  of  his  hand;  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  his  government;  the  rela¬ 
tions  he  sustains  to  the  universe  he  has 
made— and  to  the  creatures  that  are  in  it ; 
together  with  his  plans  and  purposes  so  far 
as  it  is  possible  or  proper  for  us  to  know 
them;  and,  as  a  consequential  result,  a 
classified  statement  of  the  attitudes,  feelings 
and  actions  due  to  himself  as  God  over  all 
blessed  forever  more;  towards  spiritual 
beings,  who,  though  we  have  nothing  to  do 
consciously  with  them,  have  much  to  do 
with  us— and  towards  our  fellow  human 
creatures  as  being  made  of  one  blood  with 
us  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth. 
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These  elementary  studies,  as  will  be  seen  at  a  glance, 
are  not  cast  in  the  form  which  gains  acceptance  among  us 
here  at  home.  The  reason  is  that  they  follow  lines  of 
treatment  made  use  of  and  found  serviceable  in  a  Foreign 
Missionary  Class  room,  among  students  now  Christian 
but  originally  heathen.  Experience  in  teaching  them 
evinces  the  wisdom  of  approaching  the  whole  subject  in 
a  different  way,  and  of  viewing  the  new  Christianity 
which  has  appeared  among  them  from  a  different  angle 
of  vision  than  we  usually  occupy  here  at  home. 

Even  after  they  become  Christians  their  old  faith 
has  still  many  an  old  entrenchment  left.  To  put  it  in 
another  form,  the  tree  is  cut  down  but  the  old  roots 
remain  with  a  deal  of  sap  in  them,  and  withal,  danger 
sometimes  of  sprouting  again.  Grubbing  out  old  roots  is 
often  hard  work  and  long  continued  work.  We  find  it 
advantageous  to  go  with  them  over  their  old  orchards 
and  note  the  very  best  they  have  to  offer  and  then  follow  it 
up  by  showing  them  what  Christianity  has  to  offer.  Then 
they  are  more  ready  to  part  company  with  heathen  rem¬ 
nants  of  beliefs, — are  confirmed  in  their  Christian  beliefs, 
and  say,  with  Jethro  of  old,  “Now  I  know  that  the  Lord  is 
greater  than  all  gods,  for  in  the  thing  wherein  they  dealt 
proudly  he  was  above  them.” 

An  illustration  may  be  taken  from  a  comparison  of 
antiquities  of  the  heathen  and  the  Christian  systems. 
The  Chinese  are  fond  of  parading  the  antiquity  of  their 
Confucian  teachings.  Wherein  they  deal  proudly  we  are 
above  them.  I  have  seen  a  look  of  awe  and  reverence 
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steal  over  the  faces  of  our  students  when  their  attention 
was  called  to  a  comparison  of  antiquities.  Your  Con¬ 
fucius,  we  say  to  them,  lived  about  twenty-four  hundred 
years  ago,  and  wrote  these  precepts  you  have  been 
taught  so  much  to  admire.  This  great  sage  Isaiah,  that 
I  have  been  telling  you  about,  and  who  wrote  such  won¬ 
derful  things,  lived  two  hundred  years  before  Confucius 
was  born.,  The  vast  collection  of  Proverbs  embodying 
the  wisdom  of  all  mankind,  and  which  were  put  in  order 
by  Solomon,  were  collected  five  hundred  years  before  he 
was  born.  Many  of  the  great  teachings  of  Confucius,  as 
he  says  himself,  were  drawn  from  writers  who  lived 
twelve  hundred  years  before  himself,  but  these  writers 
did  not  go  so  far  back  as  our  teacherMoses  by  at  least 
two  hundred  years.  So  that  long  before  the  Chinese 
had  any  system  and  form  of  religion  or  of  civil  govern¬ 
ment  whatever,  this  book  of  ours  tells  all  about  a  well 
developed  religion  and  a  well  organized  government. 
Nor  is  that  all.  Your  own  historical  records  do  not 
go  back  with  any  reliability  to  beyond  sixteen  and  pos¬ 
sibly  only  fifteen  hundred  years  anterior  to  Confucius. 
But  our  book  has  a  vast  history  running  a  thousand  and 
fifteen  years  back  of  that  again,  and  before  your  people 
had  any  existence  whatever.  So  here  again  when  the 
heathen  religions  did  proudly,  we  are  above  them.  Among 
the  Chinese,  so  proud  of  the  ancient,  the  antiquity  of  the 
Bible  in  the  hands  of  the  missionary  is  handled  like  a 
sledge  hammer,  and  yet  antiquity  is  a  minor  thing  after  all. 

Now  then  the  work  that  used  to  be  done  in  an 
elementary  way  in  a  heathen  classroom  is  here  written 
out  in  English  with  more  of  completeness,  not  adequate 
completeness,  but  enough  to  show  what  kind  of  a  gospel 
we  preach  among  the  heathen,  and  which  bringeth  forth 
fruit  among  them,  as  it  doth  in  all  the  world.  And  be¬ 
cause  it  is  a  transcript  not  only  of  the  work  but  also  of 
the  method  found  most  available  in  a  missionary  class 
room,  therefore  those  who  glance  at  these  pages  will 
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please  kindly  remember  this  fact,  as  it  will  serve  to 
elucidate  both  matter  and  method,  and  furnish  an 
apology,  if  apology  is  needed,  for  the  divergencies  from 
home  styles  which  appear  herein. 

Here  at  home  we  sympathize  our  theology,  as  we 
call  it,  in  a  way  and  manner  not  so  good  for  Oriental 
minds.  Thus  we  have  a  chapter  on  “Election,”  another 
on  “Predestination”  and  on  other  things.  We  cull  out 
all  the  passages  which  bear  on  the  particular  subject  in 
hand  and  mass  them  together,  so  that  when  it  is  election 
it  is  all  “Election,”  and  nothing  else.  We  take  the  sub¬ 
ject  out  of  its  setting  and  its  relationship  and  then  present 
it  in  a  lop-sided  way.  When  stated  in  connection  with  its 
antecedents  and  consequents,  teachings  and  bearings, 
meanings  are  modified  and  made  to  be  symmetrical  and 
to  harmonize  with  the  system  of  truth  as  a  whole.  But 
when  we  separate  them  from  their  contexts  we  are  apt  to 
distort  them.  It  is  as  if— because  there  is  some  iron  in 
the  blood,  therefore  we  soak  a  lot  of  tacks,  and  give  the 
student  a  decoction  of  iron  rust; — and  because  there  is 
some  lime  needed  in  the  human  system,  there¬ 
fore  at  the  next  meal  we  give  him  a  glass  full  of  lime 
water,  and  because  there  is  some  starch,  therefore  we 
prepare  him  a  good  feed  of  starch. 

The  Creator  who  prepares  “food  convenient  for  us” 
does  not  do  that  way.  In  the  bread  and  meat  and  vege¬ 
tables  we  eat,  the  iron,  the  lime,  the  starch  and  other 
ingredients  of  nourishment  are  combined  in  due  propor¬ 
tions,  and  so  we  have  a  “wholesome  diet.”  In  the  Bible 
spiritual  aliment  is  served  up  the  same  way.  History, 
doctrine,  exhortation  and  warning  are  all  presented  in 
connection  and  relation.  Take  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  as  an  illustration.  The  writer  renunciates 
some  great  truth,  and  at  once  applies  it,  before  he  comes 
to  the  next  one.  “Therefore  we  ought  to  give  the  more 
correct  heed;”  “Wherefore  truly,  brethren  .  .  con¬ 

sider,”  etc.  “Let  us  therefore,”  etc.  “Therefore  leaving 
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the  principles,”  etc.  Argument  and  exhortation  are 
wonderfully  blended.  If  the  Apostle  had  followed  our 
modern  methods  of  summarizing  he  would  have  had  all 
his  exhortation  packed  at  the  end  instead  of  being  dis¬ 
tributed  along  between,  suggestive  of  the  booth  behind 
an  old  Concord  stage  coach. 

In  teaching  theology  to  Chinese  we  are  persuadad 
the  newer  Biblical  method  of  incorporating  theology  in 
with  history,  and  in  getting  much  of  its  theology  out  of 
its  history  is  better  than  what  we  boastfully  call  our 
modern,  up-to-date  pedagogy  and  our  over-systematizing 
of  everything. 

We  do  not  say  we  can  or  ought  to  do  differently 
here  at  home,  but  we  can  do  differently  abroad ;  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  study  of  the  Bible  records,  of  the  histories 
of  the  Bible,  of  the  incidents  of  the  Bible  with  interpre¬ 
tations  and  applications  as  we  go  along,  enter  largely 
into  our  teaching  of  Theology. 

In  another  respect,  greatly  to  our  advantage,  too,  we 
think,  teaching  in  the  Theological  class  room  abroad 
may  differ  from  the  same  kind  of  work  at  home.  The 
vastness  of  the  critical  apparatus  at  home  and  the 
minuteness  of  detail  considered  necessary  to  the  ascer¬ 
tainment  of  truth  leads  to  such  differentation  of  work 
that  a  survey  of  one  book  of  the  Bible  or  one  part  of 
the  Bible  is  regarded  as  much  as  can  be  reasonably 
expected  from  any  one  man;  consequently  there  is  often 
seen  an  ill  adjustment  of  parts  and  a  disproportioned 
estimate  of  the  Bible  scheme  as  a  whole,  and  therefore 
the  value  of  the  whole  as  a  whole  fails  to  be  apprehended. 
It  is  as  if  a  score  of  men,  say,  set  out  to  furnish  a  model 
and  a  description  of  Antwerp  Cathedral,  for  example. 
One  comes  with  an  exhaustive  account  of  a  door,  another 
<)f  a  pillar,  another  of  a  tower,  another  of  a  window,  but 
none  of  them  giving  anyone  a  conception  of  the  stupend¬ 
ous  building  as  a  whole.  The  ancient  Greeks  had  their 
jokers  as  well  as  the  moderns.  One  tells  of  a  certain 
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skolastikos  (or  simpleton)  who,  having  a  house  to  sell, 
brought  a  brick  to  show  what  kind  of  a  house  it  was. 
With  not  a  few  people  now-a-days  the  book  of  Jonah  is 
the  brick  they  bring  to  show  what  the  Bible  is.  , 

In  a  missionary  class  room  it  is  found  better  to 
begin  by  giving  a  compendious,  all-inclusive  survey  of 
the  Bible  as  a  whole,  and  of  the  entire  comprehensive 
plan  of  salvation  as  a  whole,  and  take  up  details  later. 
The  evidential  value  of  the  manifest  unity  of  purpose, 
unity  of  conception,  unity  of  authorship,  unity  of  archi¬ 
tectural  design  and  unity  of  execution  which  they  are 
taught  at  every  step  carry  with  them  a  convincing  power 
which  is  unanswerable  and  overwhelming.  It  is  not  so 
when  an  inverse  method  is  pursued  in  such  a  way  as  to 
confuse  and  bewilder.  This  peculiarity  of  method  is  to 
be  taken  into  account  in  what  is  to  appear  in  the  pages 
ahead.  The  desultory  method  of  skipping  about  here  and 
there,  now  and  then,  with  its  attendant  lack  of  continuity, 
may  do  at  home  (if  indeed  it  does  do  here  at  home),  in 
Sunday  school  and  other  lessons,  but  it  will  not  do  the 
best  there  for  the  people  out  there. 

And  one  more  fact  in  connection  with  teaching 
Theology  in  a  heathen  class  room  is  that  we  are  largely 
shut  up  to  one  book — the  Bible  itself.  Our  biblical 
literature  is  meagre.  We  greatly  need  some  helps,  such 
as  concordances,  Bible  dictionaries,  Bible  maps,  simple 
introductory  histories,  and,  to  a  limited  extent,  brief 
compendious  commentaries  by  men  skilled  in  the  art  of 
their  preparation,  and  we  are  providing  ourselves  with 
these  helps  as  fast  as  we  can,  but  we  have  no  such  stream 
of  books  as  is  continually  issuing  from  the  press  at  home. 
This,  in  our  present  condition,  is  not  without  its 
advantages.  As  just  said,  we  are  shut  up  to  the  Bible, 
and  we  get  on  that  way  with  as  little  dilution  as  possible. 
Our  theological  vestment  is  made  largely  out  of  one  kind 
of  goods,  and  ought  not  to  resemble  so  much  a  patch- 
work  quilt  as  does  many  a  man’s  theology  here  at  home. 
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who  thinks  that  he  must  read  a  new  book  on  theology 
about  every  month.  The  consequence  is  that  like  those 
of  the  day  of  Jannes  and  Jambres  of  old,  he  is  ever  learn¬ 
ing  and  never  able  to  come  to  a  settled  knowledge  of  the 
truth.  Because  he  believes  a  thing  to-day  it  does  not 
follow  that  he  will  be  believing  that  same  thing  to¬ 
morrow.  When  a  ship  drags  its  anchor  it  drags  along 
with  itself  a  thousand  persons  who  may  be  on  board.  It 
is  bad  enough  for  the  captain,  but  it  is  worse  for  the  pas¬ 
sengers  when  the  captain  doesn’t  know  how  to  moor  a 
ship. 

And  lastly,  we  can  arrange  our  theological  material 
in  simple  and  more  compact  form  than  is  practicable  at 
home,  for  the  reason  that  we  are  not  compelled  to  be 
controversial.  It  requires  a  deal  more  space  when  one 
has  to  dispute  the  track  with  a  dozen  disputants  in  order 
to  make  room  for  his  own  views.  As  yet  we  do  not  have 
this  work  to  do.  It  will  not  always  be  so.  The  various 
varieties  of  the  West  will  come  along  in  due  time,  and 
then  the  clash  of  opinion  will  be  heard  in  the  far  East 
as  it  is  now  in  the  far  West.  That  is  to  be  regretted, 
but  there  is  no  help  for  it.  Meanwhile  we  take  advantage 
of  the  state  of  things  now  existing  to  lessen  the  bulk  of 
our  matter. 

THE  BASAL  DISTINCTION  BETWEEN  RELIGION 
AND  MORALITY. 

In  the  minds  of  not  a  few,  when  speaking  or  writing 
on  ethical  subjects,  there  is  manifest  and  continuous 
confusion  of  thought  about  the  respective  domains  of 
religion  and  morality.  While  the  two  are  closely  related 
and  continually  overlap  in  their  operations,  there  is  a 
distinct  line  of  demarkation  between  them. 

Religion  has  to  do  with  the  duties  and  requirements 
of  the  First  Table  of  the  Law,  while  Morality  has  to  do 
with  the  duties  and  requirements  of  the  Second  Table. 
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Religion,  as  the  very  etymology  of  the  word  indi¬ 
cates,  is  that  which  binds  the  creature  to  his  Creator,  or 
to  the  being  who  stands  to  him  in  place  of  a  Creator, 
according  to  his  own  way  of  reckoning.  Morality  is  that 
which  is  concerned  with  the  relation  of  man  to  his 
fellow  man.  A  g’ance  at  the  decalogue  will  sustain  this 
view. 

While  religion  and  morality  are  co-ordinated  and 
ought  always  to  work  together  in  due  relationship  and 
proportion,  yet  the  two  are  separable  and  are  contiually 
being  separated  to  the  detriment  of  them  both. 

Thus  a  man  may  have  much  religion  and  little  or  no 
morality,  or  he  may  have  much  morality  and  little  or  no 
religion.  The  Hindus,  for  example,  abound  in  religion — 
they  make  it  the  base  of  all  social  distinction ;  they  wor¬ 
ship  gods  by  the  million,  but  they  are  liars,  they  cheat, 
and  they  are  disgustingly  immoral  and  obscene.  In  our 
own  civilized  communities  here  at  home  we  have  men 
who  abound  in  morality — they  are  honest,  they  are  truth¬ 
ful,  they  are  upright  in  all  their  dealings  with  their  fellow 
men,  but  they  have  not  a  particle  of  religion.  The}^  don’t 
worship  God,  and  they  don’t  thank  him  for  anything; 
they  never  go  to  a  meeting  devoted  to  his  service ;  they 
never  recognize  his  authority  or  even  his  existence. 
Such  men  can  be  appealed  to  from  the  human  side  but 
not  from  the  divine  side,  that  is,  the  class  of  motives  from 
the  human  side  may  move  them,  but  the  class  of  motive 
from  the  divine  side  are  unheeded. 

The  reason  for  this  difference  in  treatment,  given 
in  the  words  of  Scripture,  is  that  men  “are  alienated 
.  from  the  life  of  God  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in 
,  them,  because  of  the  blindness  of — (not  the  head,  as  our 
philosophers  would  insist  on  putting  it) — but  of  the  blind¬ 
ness  of  the  heart,  which  is  God’s  way  of  striking  at  the 
root  of  the  matter. 

It  is  to  be  always  understood  that  the  law  written 
on  the  table  of  the  human  heart — the  law  as  contained 
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in  the  ten  commandments,  and  the  law  as  summed  up  in 
two  precepts  by  the  L,ord  Jesus,  are  identically  the  same. 
The  heathen  all  know,  before  any  missionary  comes 
among  tliem  that  (I)  Men  ought  to  worship  God  as 
supreme,  and  (II)  They  ought  to  treat  their  neigbors 
as  they  wou’d  have  their  neighbors  treat  them.  There 
is  no  tribe  on  the  face  of  the  earth  which  does  not  know, 
by  the  light  of  nature,  these  two  things.  They  will  differ 
as  to  who  is  God,  but  they  do  not  differ  as  to  the  con¬ 
viction  that  whoever  he  is  he  is  entitled  to  the  supreme 
homage  of  the  human  heart.  The  controversy  of  Elijah 
with  the  Priests  of  Baal  was  not  over  an  issue  as  to 
whether  God  ought  to  be  worshipped,  but  it  was  on  the 
question.  Who  is  God,  Baal  or  Jehovah?  The  determin¬ 
ation  of  that  point  determined  the  duty  to  worship — and 
so  they  said  “Jehovah  he  is  the  God,”  and  adherence  was 
given  to  him  at  once. 

Correct  understanding  on  these  points  will  be  de¬ 
terminative  of  those  questions  arising  between  different 
religionists  about  the  possibility  of  co-operatmn.  They 
say  they  cannot  co-operate.  Christians  who  worship 
Jehovah  say  they  cannot  co-operate  with  the  worshipper 
of  Siva,  or  of  Buddha,  and  recognize  them  as  religious 
equals.  Christians  who  hold  Christ  is  divine,  cannot 
co-operate  in  religious  matters  with  those  who  deny  his 
divinity.  Roman  Catholics  refuse  to  recognize  those  who 
will  not  admit  the  supreme  headship  of  the  Pope,  nor  will 
any  part  of  the  Christian  Church  enter  into  arrangements 
to  worship  with  Mormons  or  Spiritualists,  or  with  reject¬ 
ors  of  The  Word  of  God  only  as  their  rule  of  faith  and 
practise.  It  is  useless  therefore  to  seek  a  fusion  which 
ends  only  in  a  confusion.  There  can  be  no  compromise 
between  the  worshipper  of  the  Living  God  and  the  wor¬ 
shipper  of  false  gods.  What  fellowship  hath  righteous¬ 
ness  with  unrighteousness?  What  communion  hath  light 
with  darkness?  What  concord  hath  Christ  with  Belial? 
or  what  part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  infidel  ?  and 
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what  agreement  hath  the  temple  of  God  with  idols?  That 
is  Paul’s  answer  to  the  tenders  of  what  is  now  called 
“liberalism.”  When  the  adversaries  of  Judah  and  Benja¬ 
min  came  with  the  ofifer,  “Let  us  build  with  you,  for  we 
seek  your  God  as  you  do” — the  answer  was,  “Ye  have 
nothing  to  do  with  us  to  build  a  house  unto  our  God,  but 
we  ourselves  will  build  together  unto  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel.” 

But  when  it  comes  to  the  moralities  of  life  between 
man  and  man,  the  conditions  are  different.  Every  form 
of  Christianity,  whether  Greek  Church,  Roman  Catholic 
or  Protestant  or  the  Hebrew  body — and  even  the  heathen 
— -the  Confuc'anist,  the  Buddhist,  together  with  the 
irreligious  as  well  as  the  religious  of  our  own  land,  all 
profess  a  common  morality.  Thou  shalt  not  lie ;  thou 
shalt  not  steal;  thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery;  thou 
shalt  not  bear  false  witness;  thou  shalt  not  covet.  In 
the  enforcement  of  these  moralities  all  have  a  common 
conviction  and  a  common  interest.  There  are  no  two 
“conscientious  convictions”  in  one  and  the  same  mind 
on  the  same  subject  among  any  people  under  the  sun; 
therefore  co-operation  is  possible  and  feasible  and  ought 
to  be  entered  into  and  sought  for. 

THE  MODE  OF  APPROACH  TO  THIS  WHOLE 
SUBJECT  FROM  THE  HEATHEN  RATHER 

THAN  FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  SIDE  OF 
THE  FENCE,  AND  THE  REASON 
THEREFOR. 

It  is  more  natural  to  the  heathen  mind.  Whatever 
is  gained  in  the  way  of  conviction  is  more  likely  to  have 
a  hospitable  reception.  It  is  the  better,  and  indeed  the 
only  true  way  of  clearing  the  ground  of  the  heathen  debris 
which  cumbers  it,  while  the  new  structure  is  having  its 
foundation  laid  at  the  same  time.  The  approach  from  the 
purely  Christian  side,  while  more  readily  apprehended 
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by  ourselves  here  at  home,  is  apt  to  be  attended  with 
some  misconceptions  by  the  heathen  from  their  point  of 
view. 


THE  THEOLOGY  OF  NATURE, 

as  taught  by  a  more  enlightened  study  than  has  ever 
been  given  to  it  by  the  heathen  sages  themselves,  aided 
as  it  will  be,  by  the  side  lights  thrown  upon  all  the 
ramifications  of  the  subject  by  the  Scriptures  incidentally, 
come  in  at  this  point  for  consideration,  and  before  we 
enter  upon  the  theology  of  the  Scriptures  themselves- 
There  is  a  vast  deal  of  light  emanating  from  the  theology 
of  nature  which  many  of  our  writers  fail  to  take  into  ac¬ 
count.  There  is  a  Law  of  Nature,  which  Paul  speaks 
of  in  the  2d  of  Romans.  To  match  this  is  a  Gospel  of 
Nature,  gleams  of  which  appear  all  through  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  but  which  is  distinctly  declared  in  the  14th  of 
Acts  in  Paul’s  sermon  at  Lystra.  A  study  of  the  the¬ 
ology  of  nature  is  an  indispensable  pre-requisite  to  the 
study  of  the  theology  of  reve’ation. 

THE  STARTING  POINT  OF  INQUIRY  IN  ALL 
THEOLOGY,  AS  IN  ALL  PHILOSOPHY. 

The  starting  point  of  inquiry  in  all  theology,  as  in  all 
philosophy,  is  one  and  the  same.  We  naturally  start,  in 
both  cases,  from  what  we  see  around  us,  and  what  we 
find  within  us.  The  philosopher  loves  to  call  it  the  Ego 
and  the  Non-Ego — the  “Self”  and  the  “Not-Self.” 

I  start  from  the  standpoint  of  my  personal  self,  and 
from  what  I  see  in  the  visible  universe  around  me.  The 
reach  of  my  thought  is  upward  and  outward  and  down¬ 
ward — what  is  above  me,  what  is  around  me,  what  is 
below  me,  what  is  behind  me  and  what  is  before  me. 
From  the  visible  I  am  forced  to  reason  to  the  invisible; 
from  the  known  to  the  unknown ;  from  the  tangible  to 
the  intangible;  from  that  which  has  been  to  that  which 
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may  be;  from  the  material  to  the  immaterial;  and  from 
causes  to  effects  and  from  effects  to  causes.  I  am  forced 
thus  to  reason;  it  is  a  tendency  of  my  nature;  it  is  a  law 
of  my  being— that  is,  if  I  think  at  all  it  must  be  along 
the  lines  indicated,  and  in  consonance  with  certain 
established  categories  of  thought  and  feeling.  I  first 
observe  and  take  cognizance,  then  I  reason,  and  then  I 
form  conclusions.  As  just  indicated  above  my  percep¬ 
tions  and  conceptions  all  group  themselves  in  two  classes 
— those  which  pertain  to  things  outside  of  my  personal 
self,  and  those  which  pertain  to  the  inside  of  my  personal 
self,  or  to  my  neighbors  who  are  of  the  same  kind  of 
nature  as  myself, 

THE  VISIBLE  CREATION. 

Above  me,  around  me,  under  me,  is  a  universe  of 
matter.  There  are  the  heavens,  the  sun  and  the  moon 
and  stars.  Their  existence  and  their  purpose  are  to  be 
accounted  for.  The  infinity  of  them  all  impress  me — 
their  number,  their  magnitude,  their  distance,  their 
movements,  the  tremendous  force  that  dominates  them. 
The  more  I  look  the  more  I  wonder.  When  it  comes  to 
the  earth  on  which  I  live  and  move  and  have  my  being 
I  am  impressed  still  more  deeply,  becavtse  my  discern¬ 
ments  can  now  take  in  a  greater  number  of  minutiae. 
Here  are  marvellous  organizations  of  matter  and  life 
that  fill  the  air,  the  sea  and  the  dry  land.  Then  marvellous 
interorganizations  run  through  them  again.  They  are 
strongly  linked  and  interlinked ;  they  cross  and  recross 
lines  of  demarkation ;  they  fade  out  of  themselves  and 
reappear  in  something  else;  they  come  and  they  go; 
they  increase  and  they  diminish ;  they  are  in  a  perpetual 
quiver  with  the  phenomena  of  incessantly  acting  and 
incomprehensible  law.  Then  there  are  elemental  sub¬ 
stances  out  of  which  the  air,  the  land  and  the  water  are 
made — solid  substances,  liquids  and  gases.  These  dis¬ 
integrate  and  combine;  they  attract  and  repel;  the  energy 
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with  which  they  sometimes  do  these  things  is  positively 
fearful  in  the  manifestation;  and  the  velocity  of  move¬ 
ment,  as  in  electricity,  for  example,  is  astounding  and 
but  for  the  verification  of  demonstration  would  be 
declared  unthinkable.  And  then  here  is  the  light  of  day 
and  the  darkness  of  night;  and  here  is  heat  and  cold; 
and  here  is  drought  and  here  is  moisture;  and  here  is 
the  continuous  round  of  the  seasons,  coming  and  going 
forever,  seed  time  and  harvest,  subject  always  to  the 
same  general  laws,  and  yet  always  marked  by  variations 
which  stamp  each  season  with  an  individuality  of  its  own. 
And  then  here  are  countless  phenomena  of  all  k'lids  all 
around  me  always  happening  and  yet  even  now  per¬ 
petually  arresting  my  attention. 

MY  PERSONAL  SELF. 

Even  more  perplexing  and  wonderful  in  some 
respects  are  the  things  which  strike  me  when  I  come 
to  the  contemplation  of  my  personal  self.  I  am  a  part 
of  that  visible  creation  which  has  already  profoundly 
moved  me.  Obviously  I  belong  to  the  very  h’ghest 
grade.  I  can  see  plain'y  that  I  consist  of  a  body  and  a 
soul.  In  my  body  of  flesh  and  bones  I  am  kindred  to 
the  beasts  that  perish.  Yet  in  purely  natural  traits  these 
very  beasts  are,  many  of  them,  in  single  particu’ars,  far 
ahead  of  me.  They  can  see  further' away  than  I  can; 
can  see  into  the  nature  of  things  by  their  natural  senses 
as  I  cannot;  they  can  see  in  the  dark  as  I  cannot;  they 
have  a  power  of  endurance,  a  swiftness  of  motion,  and  a 
might  of  strength  which  I  would  give  all  I  have  to 
possess.  But  then  I  have  an  intellect  of  such  vast  and 
varied  capacity  that  my  reason  is  better  than  all  their 
instincts.  I  am  placed  immeasurably  above  the  whole 
of  them,  and  am  easily  their  lord  and  master.  I  am 
fitted  for  a  more  lofty  position  than  I  now  hold.  At 
some  time  or  other  my  ancestors  must  have  stood  higher 
than  I  do  now.  To  be  sure  I  am  advancing,  but  all 
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around  me  and  in  me,  are  the  evidences  of  a  lapse  at 
some  time  or  other  in  the  indefinite  past.  The  strangest 
of  all  things  about  me — the  most  painful  and  inexplicable 
— is  my  consciousness  of  sin.  I  have  sin  and  am  a  sinner. 
There  is  a  double  nature  within  me;  there  is  a  lordly 
power  which  accuses  me  when  I  do  some  things  and 
commends  me  when  I  do  others;  the  rewarding  and  the 
lashing  power  of  this  inner  monitor  are  both  of  them 
exquisite.  Why  I  should  be  so  manifestly  designed  for 
a  state  of  blessedness,  and  yet  be  so  enthralled  with 
a  curse  and  be  so  continuously  the  victim  of  baffled 
expectations  and  blasted  hopes  is  beyond  my  compre¬ 
hension. 

Nor  am  I  alone  in  these  things.  I  am  only  one  of 
myriads  in  the  same  condition.  In  our  aggregate  totality 
we  are  moved  and  swayed  by  all  sorts  of  social  and  intel¬ 
lectual  movements  that  are  race-wide  in  their  dimensions. 
We  have  our  own  aims  and  our  own  plans  and  our  own 
methods,  yet  it  is  apparent  that  there  are  other  aims,  and 
other  plans  and  other  methods  of  colossal  sweep,  over 
which  we  have  no  control.  We  are  perfectly  free,  so  far 
as  we  can  see;  and  yet,  with  all  our  independence,  we  are 
all  being  borne  along,  constituents  of  that  supreme  plan, 
as  the  separate  planks  and  timbers  that  form  a  drift  are 
borne  along  on  the  flood  of  a  swollen  river. 

INQUIRIES  NOW  FORCED  UPON  ME. 

They  all  concern  the  universe  that  I  see ;  they  concern 
our  common  humanity;  they  concern  myself  personally 
and  they  concern  me  intensely;  they  are  speculative  and 
they  are  practical ;  they  spring  from  the  head  and  they 
spring  from  the  heart.  Though  inclusive  of  many  varia¬ 
tions  they  are  all  reducable  to  four  : — 

Whence? 

How? 

.  Why, 

Whither? 
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Whence  came  all  these  things  as  I  see  them — this 
sun,  moon,  and  stars,  and  dry  land  standing  out  of  the 
water  and  all  that  in  and  on  them  is?  How  is  this 
universe  put  together?  How  are  the  parts  framed  and 
dove-tailed  into  each  other?  By  what  force  are  they 
made  to  cohere  and  to  consist  and  to  keep  on  their  per¬ 
petual  way?  Why  and  for  what  purpose  do  they  exist 
as  they  are?  What  are  the  immediate,  what  the  remote, 
and  what  are  the  final  ends  to  be  subserved  by  continu¬ 
ance?  Whither  do  they  all  tend?  What  is  to  be  the 
final  outcome  of  this  complicated  and  unlimited  mechan¬ 
ism  ?  More  than  all  that  it  outward.  Whence  came  I 
myself?  How  do  I  exist?  Why  am  I  what  I  am? 
Whither  do  I  go?  And  what  is  to  become  of  me  at  the 
last?  Will  I  die  like  a  brute  or  will  I  live  forever?  Will 
I  ever  be  rid  of  sin  and  sufifering?  Will  I  ever  achieve  a 
complete  moral  mastery  of  self?  And  will  I  ever  attain 
to  supreme  and  everlasting  blessedness?  If  so.  Where? 
When?  and  How? 

THREE  DOMAINS  OF  INQUIRY. 

According  as  I  devote  myself  to  the  elucidation  of 
these  inquiries,  will  I  find  myself  in  the  domain  of  the 
Theologian,  the  Philosopher  and  the  Scientist  respec¬ 
tively,  more  or  less. 

A  SCIENTIST  PURE  AND  SIMPLE. 

If  I  limit  myself  and  profess  to  disclaim  all  regard  for 
Archaeological  or  Theological  origins  and  ends  and  am 
to  be  taken  up  merely  with  the  mechanical  and  chemical 
How  of  all  things,  and  to  decline  to  make  it  much  of  a 
personal  matter,  then  do  I  largely  limit  myself  to  the 
sphere  of  the  Scientist. 

AN  ATHEISTICAL  SCIENTIST. 

If  I  start  out  with  some  sort  of  a  set  purpose  against 
the  supernatural,  a  disinclination  to  trace  things  up  to  a 
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possible  personality,  and  avow  a  purpose  to  confine  my¬ 
self  to  the  mere  linking  together  of  physical  causations 
alone,  I  have  joined  the  ranks  of  atheistical  Scientists. 

A  THEISTICAL  SCIENTIST. 

But  I  am  willing  to  recognize  the  existence  of  some 
infinite  energy,  somewhere  or  other,  of  a  personal 
nature,  and  of  some  dominant  and  universal  will  power, 
then  I  am  to  be  enrolled  among  theistical  Scientists. 

A  PHILOSOPHER  PURE  AND  SIMPLE. 

If,  after  having  collated  a  vast  number  of  facts,  I  set 
out  to  account  for  them  and  to  combine  them  to  a  coherent 
system,  reducing  many  plans  to  one  plan,  many  forces  to 
one  force,  and  many  laws  to  one  law,  or  to  one  law  and 
a  few  cognates,  then  I  am  in  the  domain  of  the 
Philosopher. 

AN  ATHEISTIC  PHILOSOPHER. 

Here  again,  if  in  my  search  for  a  rational  explan¬ 
ation  I  make  up  my  mind  before  I  start  that  I  will  steer 
clear  of  the  necessity  of  recognizing  a  personal  origin, 
and  if  I  manage  to  keep  clear  of  it  by  declaring  it  im¬ 
possible  to  find  out  so  remote  and  recondite  a  causation, 
then  I  am  to  be  classed  with  atheistic,  or  agnostic 
philosophers,  as  the  case  may  be. 

A  THEISTIC  PHILOSOPHER. 

But  if  I  am  willing  to  accept  the  deductions  of 
logic  and  the  evidences  of  intelligent  purpose  wherever 
I  find  them,  and  to  follow  them  to  where  they  may  lead 
me,  even  if  it  be  to  the  foot-stool  of  a  personal  God, 
then  I  am  to  be  reckoned  among  devout  and  theistic 
philosophers.  Yet  so  long  as  I  leave  out  these  personal 
considerations  concerning  sin  and  deliverance,  and  my 
personal  relation  to  what  may  be  superior  and  invisible 
intelligences  around  me,  so  long  as  I  do  this,  I  am  a 
philosopher  only. 
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A  THEOLOGIAN. 

When  I  make  the  whole  subject  supremely  personal; 
when  I  subordinate  all  inquiries  into  the  mere  whence, 
how,  why  and  whither  of  the  material  universe ;  and 
when  I  make  dominant  over  all  inquiry  into  the  ethics  of 
existence,  into  the  character  of  such  superior  beings  as  I 
am  constrained  to  postulate,  and  of  my  relation  to  them, 
into  the  facts  of  my  sinful  nature,  accompanied  with  a 
heart-rending  desire  to  get  rid  of  them,  then  am  I  in  the 
domain  of  theology. 

THE  FIELD  OF  THE  LATTER  WE  NOW  ENTER. 

The  latter  is  the  field  we  are  now  proposing  to  entfer. 
For  the  purpose  of  the  present  research  we  shall  have 
but  little  occasion  to  touch  upon  purely  philosophical 
grounds,  and  still  less  to  deal  with  purely  scientific  issues, 
though,  as  we  advance  more  deeply  into  the  subject,  we 
shall  find  ourselves  supported  by  a  more  scientific  view 
of  science  and  a  more  profoundly  philosophical  view  of 
philosophy  than  the  non-theistic  among  themselves  have 
yet  been  able  to  present. 

WHAT  WE  KNOW  AND  WHAT  WE  NEED  TO 
ASCERTAIN  AS  TO  FURTHER  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  PROBLEM. 

Relegating  minor  questions  and  subordinate  issues 
to  the  background,  and  applying  ourselves  to  theological 
and  anthropological  lines,  we  may  summarize  our  needs 
as  follows : 

We  need  to  know  something  about  some  adequate 
cause  for  what  we  see  around  us.  Our  observations 
lead  us  to  conclude  that  that  cause  must  be  a  unit,  and  all 
comprehensive;  that  it  must  involve  a  personality;  and 
that  personality  must  be  living;  must  be  omniscient; 
must  be  omnipresent;  must  be  omnipotent;  must  be  om- 
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niparient;  and  must  be  omniprevalent.  The  existence 
of  such  a  being  is  demanded  by  all  the  elements  of 
knowledge, 

THE  KNOWABLE  ABOUT  GOD. 

Let  us  look  into  these  affirmations,  right  at  this 
point,  and  before  we  summarize  our  other  needs.  To 
anticipate  a  little ;  it  is  said  that  that  which  “may  be 
known — is  known the  unknown  can,  to  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent,  be  learned  from  the  known. 

TESTED  BY  A  HEATHEN  SCHOLAR. 

I  once  sat  down  to  test  the  matter  in  a  practical 
manner  with  a  good  Chinese  reasoner  and  scholar.  My 
point  was  to  ascertain  what  can  be  learned  from  the  light 
of  nature  about  a  supreme  first  cause.  The  lines  of 
inquiry  were  indicated  by  the  following  questions: 

I.  As  you  look  out  on  the  things  of  the  world 
around, — ^the  things  that  are  made,  the  order  of  occur¬ 
rence, — the  changes  of  seasons — and  other  things.  Is  it 
all  mere  hodge-podge  and  uncertainty?  or  is  there  order, 
and  method,  and  system,  and  indication  of  adaptations  of 
means  to  ends  such  as  characterize  intelligence  and 
purpose. 

II.  Can  you  conceive  of  intelligence  and  intelligent 
purpose — inherent  in  senseless  objects  which  can  neither 
see  nor  hear — nor  think — nor  change,  nor  modify,  or, 
must  the  intelligence  you  see  imply  a  personahty  of 
some  kind  or  other? 

III.  From  all  that  you  can  see  and  learn,  and  from 
all  that  science  teaches,  would  you  infer  that  there  are 
several  dififerent  systems  of  law  (of  gravitation  or  of 
motion,  or  of  light,  for  example),  thus  employing  several 
dififerent  administrations,  and  several  dififerent  adminis¬ 
trators;  or  would  you  conclude  that  there  is  but  one 
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system  of  laws  with  but  one  administration  and  one 
administrator,  and  but  one  dominant  purpose  apparent 
in  the  universe? 

IV.  Would  you  conclude  that  this  great  world  as 
you  see  it  is  fully  run  by  itself  without  the  slightest 
variation  of  any  kind,  at  any  time,  in  any  place;  or,  are 
there  so  many  variations  that  they  involve  the  necessity 
of  being  looked  after,  by  some  one  capable  of  it?  Thus, 
for  example,  though  a  shower  of  rain,  needful  for  the 
growth  of  a  crop,  is  the  resultant  of  certain  established 
laws — yet  there  is  an  immense  diversity  in  the  times  and 
modes  of  action  of  those  laws.  A  typhoon  which  may 
be  very  destructive  of  life  and  property  is  also  a  product 
of  fixed  laws.  Yet  who  knows  when  it  is  going  to 
rain?  Who  knows  where  there  is  going  to  be  a  typhoon, 
how  violent  it  will  be,  and  which  course  it  will  take? 
And  so  with  the  working  of  a  hundred  other  “fixed 
laws.’’  Is  it  necessary  that  there  should  be  some  intelli¬ 
gent  and  capable  supervision  of  them  all? 

V.  How  much  power  must  be  possessed  by  the 
administrative  intelligence  which  directs  so  many  and 
such  tremendous  forces  as  are  called  into  action,  or  re¬ 
tired  from  action,  or  reversed  in  operation,  in  such  an 
amazingly  complex  machine  as  this  world,  and  still  more 
this  almost  infinite  Kosmos,  must  be? 

VI.  How  much  wisdom  must  he  be  called  upon  to 
exercise  in  this  same  administrative  work,  to  see  that 
everything  takes  place  in  due  order,  that  there  be  no 
collision,  nor  wreckages,  nor  disturbances  of  equilibrim, 
that  would  lead  to  confusion  and  to  ruinous  distaster? 
The  question  is  not  as  to  whether  he  may  not  have  to  exer¬ 
cise  some  wisdom,  but  is  any  very  great  wisdom 
essential. 

VH.  There  arises  another  question.  If  human 
affairs  require  supervision,  it  might  happen  that  while 
attention  is  needed  in  one  place,  some  other  place  as 
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far  distant  as  America  is  from  China  m’ght  demand 
attention  at  the  same  moment  of  time.  How  could 
this  living  and  intelligent  personality  act  efficiently  in 
both  places  at  the  same  moment? 

,We  were  several  hours  on  several  different  days 
working  over  these  problems.  We  took  plenty  of  time 
to  think,  and  reasoned  to  and  fro  cautiously  and  care¬ 
fully.  The  results  were  that  this  Chinese  thinker 
reasoned  out  for  himself  as  the  first  and  greatest  of  al' 
our  human  needs  exactly  the  things  stated  above,  about 
a  first  cause,  about  a  personality,  about  omnipotence, 
about  omnipresence  and  about  omniscience.  Or,  to 
borrow  in  advance  of  its  proper  place,  the  sublime,  the 
profoundly  philosophical  and  thoroughly  scientific  desig¬ 
nation  of  the  Apostle,  “Eternal  Power  and  Godhead,” 
though  as  yet  nothing  conclusive  beyond  that,  without 
some  other  and  higher  sources  of  enlightenment. 

CONTIUED  ENUMERATION  OF  OUR  NEEDS. 

And  now  further: 

We  need  to  have  a  rational  explanation,  at  least  in 
a  general  way,  of  the  coming  into  existence  of  this  pres¬ 
ent  Kosmos  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  sustained ; 
of  the  secret  of  its  administration  in  a  way  which  will 
satisfy  us  that  order  and  not  confusion,  improvement 
and  not  destruction,  will  be  the  final  outcome. 

We  need  to  have  some  clearly  defined  conception 
of  our  relation  to  the  spiritual  being  whom  we  have 
already  been  forced  to  conclude  must  be  in  existence 
and  is  affecting  us  for  weal  or  woe. 

We  need  some  satisfactory  way  of  accounting  for 
the  existence  of  moral  evil,  and  we  need  some  assured 
hope  of  deliverance  from  it.  We  are  appalled  at  this 
persistence  of  disease  and  death  and  at  the  spread  of  the 
perpetual  curse.  We  want  to  be  rid  of  the  sin  and  the 
disorder  which  cause  them  all-  We  want  hope,  hope 
that  will  lift  us  out  of  this  pit  of  despair. 
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We  need  a  reinforcement  of  moral  power,  some  in¬ 
fusion  or  transfusion  of  moral  energy  that  will  help  us 
to  do  right  and  triumph  over  the  debasement  which 
continually  works  us  into  the  cpucksand.  We  want  to  be 
able  to  reach  lofty  ideals  and  not  be  grovelling  and  fall¬ 
ing  back  forever.  , 

In  a  word,  we  need  life — the  highest  form  of  life  a 
life  that  shall  satisfy  our  natures  and  fill  all  our  mental, 
moral  and  spiritual  receptivities  as  our  present  environ¬ 
ment  does  not  fill  them  now;  and  we  need  life  more 
abundantly,  some  development  or  impartition  of  life 
that  shall  allow  full  scope  to  these  god-like  capabilities 
that  we  find  to  be  in  us. 

THE  SEARCH  FOR  LIGHT. 

Where  shall  we  go  for  light?  In  the  olden  times 
of  Greek  philosophy  great  students  and  thinkers  were 
accustomed  to  go  traveling  abroad  from  city  to  city 
and  from  country  to  country  seeking  the  acquaintance 
of  men  who  might  have  anything  new  to  offer.  Girding 
themselves  about,  with  drinking  cup  by  their  side  and 
staff  in  hand  the  pilgrim  searcher  for  truth  set  forth  on 
his  wanderings.  In  this  we  are  ready  to  imitate  him. 
We  will  interrogate  those  who  profess  to  be  guides  to 
the  blind,  a  light  to  them  which  are  in  darkness,  an  m- 
structor  of  the  foolish  and  a  teacher  of  babes.  We  are 
willing  to  take  pilgrimages  to  every  shrine  of  knowledge, 
to  every  cave  of  the  recluse  heathen  sage,  to  every 
academic  hall  of  the  philosopher,  to  every  laboratory 
of  the  scientist.  We  will  seek  out  the  great  teachers  of 
religion,  the  great  leaders  in  philosophy,  the  great  dis¬ 
coverers  in  science,  and  wi’l  sit  at  their  feet  while  we  put 
to  them  the  great  questions  of  the  human  intellect  and 
the  human  heart.  The  Whence,  the  How,  the  Why  and 
the  ^A^hither — we  will  give  them  all  a  full  and  candid 
hearing.  We  will  consider  all  their  elucidations  and 
ponder  all  their  hypotheses.  If  they  can  answer  all  our 
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questions  satisfactorily  then  our  pilgrimage  will  be 
ended.  If  not  we  shall  have  to  resume  our  wanderings 
or  throw  down  our  pilgrim  staff  in  hopeless  despa!r. 

WHAT  ANSWERS  DOES  ANCIENT  HEATHENISM 

GIVE? 

What  is  known  in  our  day  as  heathenism  or  pagan¬ 
ism — ^the  worship  of  the  heather  people  or  the  peasant 
people — was  in  the  earliest  times  of  the  Bible  history 
known  as  “serving  other  Gods.”  It  was  God  himself 
who  framed  that  description.  “Thus  saith  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel;  Your  fathers  dwelt  on  the  other  side  of 
the  flood,  in  old  times,  even  Tarah  the  father  of  Abraham 
and  the  father  of  Nahor,  and  they  served  other  Gods.” 
The  designation  is  repeated  so  often  as  to  make  it 
generic.  There  was  the  worship  of  Jehovah — of  the 
Almighty  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  “other  Gods”  on  the 
other,  also  called  “strange  Gods”  by  way  of  variation. 
The  most  ancient  forms  of  heathenism  known  to  us  were 
the  BabylonAn  and  the  Egyptian. 

Among  all  the  varieties  of  heathenism  the  Baby¬ 
lonian  are  the  very  earliest — was  the  least  corrupted  and 
the  most  lofty  and  dignified.  They  worshipped  the  sun, 
moon  and  stars — “the  host  of  heaven.”  They  were  the 
sources  of  light  and  heat  and  life  itself,  according  to 
human  estimate  at  that  day.  So  they  had  the  Sun  God 
and  the  Moon  God  and  various  Star  Gods,  that  ruled 
over  human  destiny,  and  brought  around  fruitful  seasons, 
filling  their  hearts  with  food  and  gladness  as  they 
arrived,  and  were  worshipped  accordingly.  Bel  or  Baal 
stood  for  their  primitive  Sun  God  and  was  found  in  other 
ancient  religions  round  about.  The  general  name  of 
Sabeism  stood  for  the  whole  system  of  the  worship  of 
the  Hosts  of  heaven,  and  gave  rise  to  the  science  of 
Astrology,  as  it  was  afterwards  called,  and  of  some 
derivative  kinds  of  heathenism  which  linger  until  this 
day. 
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Egyptian  heathenism  had  in  common  with  Baby¬ 
lonian  heathenism  “the  Host  of  Heaven”  as  its  foun¬ 
dation.  The  rising  sun,  the  midday  sun  and  the  setting 
sun  were  separate  manifestations  of  the  same  divine 
central  energy.  There  were  not  a  few  great  truths  and 
great  principles  shadowed  forth  and  held  with  less  or 
more  clearness.  They  held  to  a  future  state — ’they  be¬ 
lieved  in  a  return  of  the  departed  spirit  to  the  body  it 
had  forsaken — they  believed  in  future  rewards  and  pun¬ 
ishments,  and  they  had  a  surprisingly  lofty  code  of 
ethics.  Some  surprise  is  expressed  that  in  so  early  and 
primitive  an  age  the  ethical  conception  should  have  been 
so  lofty.  There  is  no  justification  for  any  surprise. 
The  light  of  the  primal  knowledge  of  God  had  not  all 
departed.  It  was  rapidly  deteriorating,  but  it  was  not 
so  dull  and  tarnished  as  it  afterwards  became. 

But  though  there  is  a  twilight  of  comparative 
brightness,  yet  on  the  questions  we  have  in  hand,  the 
Whence,  the  How,  the  Why,  and  the  .Whither,  they  fur¬ 
nish  no  satisfaction  whatever.  Their  conception  of  God 
being  wrong  all  else  would  be  wrong.  T.  he  conception 
of  origins  was  confused  and  mythical.  Their  conception 
of  the  How,  was  nebulous  and  irrational;  the.r  con¬ 
ception  of  the  Whither  vague  and  inconclusive;  and  as 
for  the  Why  or  the  ultimate  purpose  of  all  these  things 
it  does  not  seem  to  have  entered  into  their  thought  to 
ask  about  it.  So  they  have  handed  us  down  nothing 
that  we  care  to  keep.  There  is  no  answer  to  the  pil¬ 
grim’s  inquiries  here;  so  he  must  move  on  to  the  next 
teacher. 

WHAT  ANSWER  DOES  HINDUISM  GIVE? 

In  that  ancient  land  of  middle  Asia  called  India, 
there  is  likewise  a  very  ancient  form  of  religion,  united 
to  a  very  ancTnt  form  of  philosophy.  The  origin  of 
this  rehgion  is  far  back  in  the  depths  of  the  remotest 
antiquity.  Indeed,  it  connects  with  that  still  more 
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ancient  form  of  religion  spoken  of  above,  called  Sabeism, 
or  the  worship  of  “the  host  of  heaven.”  Its  basal  con¬ 
ception  was  of  an  original  supreme  essence  called  Brahm 
— from  which  was  afterwards  elaborated  a  trinity  called 
Brahma,  Vishnu  and  Sira,  the  Creator,  the  Preserver 
and  the  Destroyer,  because  to  the  minds  of  the  men  of 
that  day  all  the  phenomena  of  nature  were  comprised 
in  consecutive  administration  of  these  three  kinds  in  one 
continuous  round — creation,  preservation  and  destruc¬ 
tion,  and  then  again  creation,  preservation ,  and  de¬ 
struction.  They  had  what  are  called  the  Vedic  hymns; 
and  they  had  what  they  called  the  vedantic  philosophy. 
The  vedic  hymns  are  permeated  with  a  more  theistic 
apprehension  already  degenerating  into  a  polytheistic 
d’fferentation.  The  hymns  mark  the  fading  out  of  the 
primitive  revelation;  and  the  philosophy  marks  the 
coming  in  of  human  wisdom  to  explain  the  problems  of 
being,  now  becoming  an  enigma. 

We  will  go  this  ancient  land;  we  will  visit  the  teach¬ 
ers  and  the  anchorites  of  this  ancient  religion;  we  will 
walk  through  its  sacred  cities.  We  find  that  so  far  as 
the  problems  which  concern  us  are  invo’ved,  they  have 
them,  too.  Whence  came  all  things?  Whence  came  we 
ourselves?  and  whither  do  we  tend,  and  whither  do  all 
things  tend?  And  sin!  sin!!  sin  and  suffering,  are  we 
ever  to  get  rid  of  them?  If  so,  when  and  where  and 
how.  If  light  is  to  come  from  a  human  source  surely  it 
must  be  from  these  acute  Indian  intellects. 

We  listen,  we  look;  we  ask  questions,  but  alas, 
what  do  we  get?  With  some  of  them  matter  is  eternal; 
with  some  there  is  a  God,  but  he  is  forced  to  create. 
Their  ideas  of  creation  are  a  hopeless  tangle  and  a 
nonsensical  jumble.  We  hear  of  the  world  resting  on 
the  back  of  a  tortoise — of  an  earth  floating  in  a  sea  of 
milk.  Those  beings  that  they  call  gods  roll  up  in  num¬ 
ber  till  they  exceed  three  hundred  millions;  and  every 
rock  and  tree  and  river  may  have  its  god.  These  gods 
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themselves  fear  death;  some  of  them  have  a  human  an¬ 
cestry;  their  habits  are  low;  their  practices  are  debasing; 
their  occupations  are  sordid — grovelling  appetities  and 
carnal  passions  are  characteristic  of  them  all.  A  truly 
high  souled,  immaculate  person  does  not  exist  among 
them.  They  have  gods  and  goddesses  that  are  monsteis 
in  form  and  structure,  and  unutterably  vile  in  their  con¬ 
duct.  They  have  deities  that  delight  in  bloodshed, 
deities  that  delight  in  drinking  the  blood  of  infants  and 
that  are  painted  as  wearing  a  necklace  of  infants’  skulls. 
They  have  Kali  and  Juggeranut,  and  they  have  the 
Thugs  who  worship  with  murder.  Their  social  system 
is  hateful  and  horrible.  They  have  the  awful  tyranny 
of  caste;  they  seek  deliverance  by  self-torture,  they  have 
hook  swinging  and  widow  burning,  and  they  throw  in¬ 
fants  to  crocodiles.  How  is  it  possible  that  from  such 
teaching  there  can  come  a  ray  of  hope.  They  woiship 
cows,  and  hope  to  attain  deliverance  by  dying  with  a 
calf’s  tail  in  their  mouths.  Their  kind  of  morality  is 
disgusting  and  execrable;  their  sacred  cities  are  cesspools 
of  nastiness.  As  for  hope  there  is  none.  As  for  redemp¬ 
tion  there  is  none ;  as  for  a  redeemer  there  is  none.  They 
cannot  tell  me  whence  I  came  nor  whither  I  go,  nor  how  I 
can  get  rid  of  my  burden  of  sin  and  suffering.  Let  me  get 
out  of  their  presence;  give  me  my  staff  and  let  me  move  on. 

WHAT  ANSWERS  DOES  BUDDHISM  GIVE? 

But  there  is  another  great  religion  in  India.  It  has 
become  an  international  religion  in  Asia;  it  has  hundreds 
of  millions  of  followers.  Surely  a  religion  which  has 
ruled  for  so  long  a  time,  and  has  held  sway  over  so  many 
unreckoned  millions  must  have  something  that  will  af¬ 
ford  us  satisfaction.  This  religion  was  founded  about 
two  thousand  four  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  in  leality 
a  recoil  from  the  harsh  deductions  of  Hinduism,  and  the 
clouds  of  despair  which  attended  them.  Sakya-muni, 
the  founder,  was  a  prince  in  a  regal  house,  but  of  a  gen- 
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tie  and  kindly  disposition,  whose  heart  really  ached  at 
the  help'essness  of  human  misery  around  him.  He 
retired  from  the  world  and  gave  himself  up  to  abstrac¬ 
tion  and  meditation.  He  professed  to  have  found  the 
source  of  all  sorrow  and  the  secret  of  all  deliverance — 
all  sorrow  comes  from  unsatisfied  desire,  and  the  remedy 
for  it  is  the  total  extinction  of  human  desire,  the  absolute 
tramping  down  and  smothering  out  of  human  affection. 

In  Sakya’s  rebound  from  the  callousness  and  heart¬ 
lessness  of  Hinduism,  he  went  over  to  the  opposite 
extreme  and  became  silly  in  what  men  call  humanitarian- 
ism.  If  an  man’s  religion  may  be  adjudged  harsh  in  one 
direction,  it  may,  with  equal  propriety,  be  adjudged 
flabby  in  another.  Sakya  deplored  the  sufferings  of 
human  kind,  and  on  that  account  would  not  kill  a  flea ; 
he  preferred  to  let  him  bite  him.  There  are  men  who 
criticise  others  for  regarding  God  as  one  who  hates  and 
will  punish  iniquity,  transgression  and  sin  and  themselves 
represent  him  as  having  the  weakness  of  a  granny. 

Sakya  Muni  recognized  the  existence  of  s'n  as  a 
fearful  moral  evil,  but  he  could  not  tell  how  it  came,  nor 
how  to  get  rid  of  it.  With  him  also  there  was  no  God, 
no  overruling  Providence,  no  wise  and  able  adminis¬ 
trator  of  human  affairs.  With  him  also  there  was  no 
explanation  of  the  riddle  of  the  universe — no  solution  of 
the  problems  of  life  and  being;  there  was  no  redemp¬ 
tion  and  there  was  no  redeemer.  There  was  blind  fate 
and  inexorable  destiny.  There  was  emphasized  more 
fully  than  it  had  ever  been  before  the  o’d  doctrine  of 
transmigration,  or  of  births  and  re-births  innumerable. 
A  man  would  die  and  might  be  born  a  bug  or  a  monkey 
or  a  horse  or  an  ass  or  an  elephant,  and  then  by  some 
unforseen  mishap  might  lose  all  he  had  gained  and  be 
born  next  time  a  toad  or  an  ant,  and  so  on  for  untold 
millions  of  years. 

To  gain  the  mastery  over  sin  and  suffering  he  re¬ 
tired  from  the  world  and  gave  himself  up  to  asceticism 
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and  meditation.  At  last  under  the  Bo  tree — which  has 
ever  since  been  esteemed  by  the  Buddhists  a  sacred  tree, 
he  attained  what  he  called  Enlightenment,  that  is,  he 
saw  that  by  the  extinction  of  all  desires  spoken  of  above 
he  would  accomplish  his  wish.  When  a  man  got  to  that 
state  and  had  no  more  desire,  but  had  turned  himself 
into  a  fossil  then  had  he  reached  Nirvana,  or  the  ex¬ 
tinction  of  all  human  feeling.  So  there  he  is  made  to 
s;t — with  his  legs  crossed,  his  eyes  bent  down  on  his 
stomach  in  a  dull  stupor  of  thought  and,  feeling.  It 
is  of  no  use  to  pray  to  him,  for  though  he  has  ears,  and 
long  ones,  too,  he  does  not  hear;  though  he  has  feet  he 
does  not  walk,  and  though  he  has  eyes  he  does  not  see , 
and  though  he  has  hands  he  does  not  do  anything, — 
never  helps  anybody,  never  cheers  anybody.  If  the 
roof  leaks  over  his  head  he  can’t  move  along  to  get  out 
of  the  dripping  water;  if  the  white  ants  make  a  nest  in 
his  stomach  he  cannot  get  rid  of  them ;  he  has  got  to  let 
them  stay. 

What  is  there  here  that  the  pilgrim  wants?  Noth¬ 
ing  whatever.  Then  again  let  him  fill  his  gourd  with 
water,  and  his  haversack  with  dried  provisions.  Eet  him 
gird  himself  up  afresh,  take  his  staff  in  hand,  and  resume 
his  tiresome  tramp. 

WHAT  ANSWER  DOES  CONFUCIANISM  GIVE? 

The  pilgrim  now  finds  in  northern  and  eastern  Asia 
a  third  religion.  It  is  called  Confucianism.  The  great 
expounder  of  this  wisdom  of  his  day  lived  about  twenty- 
four  hundred  years  ago,  not  far  from  the  time  of  Sakya 
Muni.  It  was  a  great  age  of  the.  world  for  the  rising 
up  of  reformers.  Confucius,  though,  was  not  primarily 
a  religious  teacher,  as  was  Sayka  Muni.  He  was  a 
statesman,  and  his  aim  was  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a 
firm  and  wise  administration  of  civil  government.  In 
doing  this  he  saw  that  it  was  necessary  to  enunciate 
distinctly  the  ethical  relations  that  should  obtain  among 
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the  dif¥erent  branches  of  the  human  family,  as  the  prince 
and  the  people,  husbands  and  wives,  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren,  neighbors  and  friends.  His  ideal  state,  therefore, 
is  built  on  a  moral  basis,  and  on  that  account  it  takes 
the  place  of  a  religion  and  is  commonly  spoken  of  as 
such. 

A  peculiarity  of  the  Confucian  system  is  that  it 
recognizes  all  the  requirements  of  the  second  table  of 
the  Law  as  written  on  the  natural  conscience  of  men,  but 
it  totally  ignores  the  requirements  of  the  first  tkble. 
Therefore  Confucius  pressed  on  the  observance  of  men 
all  the  moral  obligations  due  between  man  and  man, 
but  never  pressed  the  obligation  due  from  man  to  God- 

He  anticipated  by  more  than  two  thousand  years 
those  of  our  day  who  teach  what  is  called  “humanitar:an- 
ism,”  and  that  if  we  do  the  best  we  can  in  this  world  we 
can  afford  to  let  the  next  world  take  care  of  itself.’  He 
taught  a  morality  without  Godliness,  and  he  has  raised 
up  a  generation  which  has  demonstrated  to  the  rest  of 
humanity  that  a  morality  of  conscience  alone,  and  which 
has  no  holy  God  behind  it  to  enforce  it,  becomes  nerve¬ 
less  and  powerless. 

Confucianism  has  another  striking  peculiarity.  He 
constructed  for  the  instruction  and  stimulus  of  his 
followers  what  may  be  called  an  “Ideal  Man.’’  He  him¬ 
self  could  point  to  no  ideal  man  in  any  one  personality, 
but  he  took  the  various  excellencies  of  many  men,  each 
one  of  whom  excelled  in  some  one  particular  thing,  and 
combined  them  in  a  personality  which  he  called  “the 
accomplished  man’’  or  “the  perfect  man,’’  or,  as  we 
would  say,  the  “ideal  man.’’  It  was  a  masterpiece  of 
pedagogy. 

But  when  it  came  to  the  attainment  of  this  ideal 
manhood,  and  which  was  the  only  way  to  get  rid  of  sin 
and  its  attendant  suffering,  then  help  there  was  none. 
Each  man  who  aspired  to  rise  above  the  common  herd 
must  take  hold  of  his  boot  tops  and  lift  himself  by  the 
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sheer  power  of  his  own  will  and  the  goodness  conceived 
to  be  lodged  in  himself.  Failing  in  that  he  must  remain 
the  opposite  of  the  ideal  man — a  mean  man,  or  a  low 
grade  man,  or  a  “groveller’  ’forever. 

And  with  these  things  Confucius  stopped.  As  for 
throwing  any  light  on  the  great  questions  up  before  us, 
the  Whence,  the  Why,  the  How  and  the  Whither  of  all 
things,  and  of  myself  in  particular,  he  did  not  do  it. 
Indeed,  he  discouraged  the  search.  If  you  do  not  know 
time,  how  can  you  know  eternity?  As  for  the  Gods,  the 
way  to  deal  with  them  is  to  treat  them  respectfully  and 
hold  them  at  a  distance. 

Here  it  is  again, — the  same  gross  materialism;  the 
same  dire  help’essness,  the  same  crass  ignorance,  the 
same  feeding  on  ashes.  No  personal  God — no  creator 
no  beginning  of  things — no  ending  of  things — no  re¬ 
deemer  of  men. 

Not  yet,  weary  pilgrim  with  the  worn  and  withered 
staff;  not  yet  are  you  to  make  the  gladsome  cry — Peace 
and  rest  at  last ! 

WHAT  ANSWER  DOES  PHILOSOPHY  GIVE? 

For  the  purpose  of  our  present  inquiry,  philosophy 
may  be  defined  the  endeavor  to  find  out  the  origin,  the 
method,  and  the  purpose  of  all  things,  the  facts  and  the 
phenomena  of  all  existence  by  the  use  of  human  wisdom 
alone.  For  some  hundreds  of  years  aftei  Noah  s  days 
there  was  no  human  philosophy  in  this  sense,  for  there  was 
as  yet  no  need  of  any.  Men  all  knew  whence  all  things  had 
come — the  knowledge  of  God  had  not  yet  departed.  But 
as  soon  as  the  light  of  the  original  revelation  had  faded 
away,  and  men  found  themselves  in  darkness,  then  the 

search  for  a  primal  cause  began. 

The  Greek  philosopher,  Thales,  instituted  a  search 
for  the  “Arkee,’’  or  the  first  and  essential  element  of  all 
things.  He  declared  that  it  was  water,  because  he  found 
water  entering  so  largely  into  created  substances.  In 
prosecuting  the  search  this  was  found  not  to  explain  all  the 
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phenomena  of  being,  and  thereupon  another  school  of 
teaching  arose,  which  declared  it  was  “air.”  But  this,  too, 
failed,  and  then  arose  system  after  system  of  explanation. 
Before  long  men  began  to  discover  their  own  mental 
limitations,  or,  in  other  words,  the  inadequacy  of  their 
apparatus.  Since  that  time  philosophy  has  been  busy 
alternately  studying  the  nature  of  the  human  understand¬ 
ing  (as  did  Locks),  or  the  limitation  of  religious  thought 
(as  did  Mansel),  or  metaphysics  as  distinguished  from 
physics  (as  did  Sir  William  Hamilton),  or  the  categories 
of  pure  reason  (as  did  Kant)  between  that  on  the  one 
hand,  and  applying  their  new  conclusions  to  the  elucida 
tion  of  the  great  questions.  Whence,  Why,  How  and 
Whither  on  the  other. 

In  some  directions  philosophy  has  rendered  excellent 
service.  In  another  it  has  signally  failed.  There  are  de¬ 
fects  in  its  hypotheses —  defects  in  its  instrument  of  dis¬ 
covery,  defects  in  its  methods,  and  consqeuent  defects  in 
its  conclusions.  The  subject  is  as  broad  as  the  field  of 
human  thought.  With  these  aspects  we,  here,  have  noth¬ 
ing  to  do.  We  are  only  concerned  to  know  how  far  it 
deals  with  our  own  great  problems.  It  is  enough  to  say 
of  it  that  while  it  has  had  a  period  of  over  three  thousand 
years  in  which  to  exercise  its  powers,  and  has  had  some 
of  the  most  capacious  intellects  the  world  has  ever  had 
to  work  at  its  furnaces  and  its  forges,  yet  it  has  furnished 
•  nothing  which  promises  to  be  satisfactory.  It  does  not 
know  whence  we  came;  it  does  not  know  whither  we 
tend;  above  all  things  it  has  no  clear  knowledge  of  a 
living  God;  it  has  no  remedy  for  sin;  it  has  no  cure  for 
the  ills  of  human  life;  and  it  has  no  redeemer. 

The  most  conspicious  figure  in  its  entire  history  is  its 
restless,  unsatisfied  longing.  It  has  by  turns,  one  after 
another,  an  Epicurean;  a  Stoic,  it  ridicules  with  Demo¬ 
critus;  it  despairs  with  Zeno;  it  is  semitheist,  it  is  an 
atheist;  it  is  an  agnostic;  it  is  a  sophist;  it  is  an  oracle;  it 
it  a  teacher  of  babes;  it  wears  a  fool’s  cap.  In  its  ranks 
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brainy  men  and  brainless  fools  are  classmates;  know 
nothings  and  know  every-things  are  bed-fellows.  Its 
votaries  ask  for  bread  and  it  gives  them  a  stone ;  they 
ask  for  -fish  and  it  gives  them  a  serpent;  it  asks  for  an 
egg  and  it  ofifers  them  a  scorpion.  Poor,  miserable,  dis¬ 
contented  beggars,  what  business  have  they  to  ask  for 
what  is  not  in  the  larder ! 

It  is  plain  there  is  noth’ng  to  satisfy  the  pilgrim  here. 
By  the  time  he  is  almost  around  the  globe — the  way  he 
long  has  sought  he  has  found  it  not.  Not  yet,  not  yet, 
can  be  heard  the  voice,  “Hie  thee  to  thy  quiet  home.” 

WHAT  ANSWER  DOES  SCIENCE  GIVE? 

Now  we  go  to  W^estern  lands.  It  is  there  that  mod¬ 
ern  science  has  achieved  its  highest  development ,  and  it  is 
there  that  it  appears  with  its  own  most  highly  lauded 
fruitage.  Science  to-day  is  confident  and  boastful.  It 
does  not  claim  to  have  got  there  yet,  but  it  claims  to  be 
able  to  see  through  and  to  discern  the  coming  end  an 
finalities  of  things. 

Science  claims  to  be  exact,  therefore  it  professes  not 
to  build  on  hypotheses  but  on  ascertained  facts  and  un¬ 
questionable  phenomena  of  nature.  It  claims  also  to  have 
discovered  the  mode  of  creation,  which  it  says  is  by  a 
continuous  and  unbroken  evolution  of  one  thing  out  of 
another,  by  some  sort  of  a  force  resident  m  the  evolving 
substance  itself.  It  claims  also  to  have  discovered  that 
all  this  evolution  takes  place  in  accordance  with  certain 
fixed  and  unchangeable  laws.  Things  always  have  evolved 
in  this  way;  they  a’ways  will  evolve  in  this  way.  Science 
deals  with  causations  and  effects  as  it  professes  to  see 
them  in  the  physical  world.  It  seeks  to  deal  with  all 
things  and  to  describe  the  phenomena  of  nature  all 
sufficiently,  in  terms  of  matter,  force  and  motion. 

But  now  while  we  are  struck  with  how  much  science 
knows,  we  are  impressed  far  more  with  the  vast  amount 
that  it  does  not  know;  as  their  field  of  discovery  widens. 
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their  field  of  the  unknown  doubly  widens.  They  burrow 
in  the  narrow  spaces  of  the  finite ;  beyond  them,  and  out 
of  reach  of  their  investigating  apparatus,  of  their  micro¬ 
scopes,  their  telescopes,  their  scales  and  measures,  their 
crucibles  and  their  retorts, — all  around  them,  above,  be¬ 
low,  to  the  r'ght  and  to  the  left,  is  the  infinite,  the  un¬ 
known,  and  so  far  as  they  can  give  us  any  assurance  to 
the  contrary,  the  unknowable.  Yet  here  they  are,  speak¬ 
ing  too  often  and  too  many  of  them  with  puf¥ed-up  dog¬ 
matism,  not  having  probed  to  the  bottom  of  any  one  of 
the  small  mysteries  within  their  reach,  and  yet  pre¬ 
sumptuously  pronouncing  on  the  profound  mysteries 
beyond  their  reach,  and  to  be  known  only  to  faith 
through  some  divine  revelation,  if  such  a  thing  there  is 
to  be. 

In  consequence  of  the  narrowness  of  the  method, 
and  the  still  greater  narrowness  of  their  lines  of  vision, 
men  who  ought  to  be  the  wisest  of  mankind  are  in  cer¬ 
tain  respects  the  most  ignorant,  and  do  well  to  call 
themselves  agnostics,  as  it  is  in  the  Greek  language,  and 
ignoramus  in  the  Latin.  As  for  that  great  primal  in¬ 
telligent,  omnipotent,  omniscient  cause  which  I  have 
postulated  must  exist  somewhere,  they  can  tell  me 
nothing  about  him  and  know  nothing  about  him.  So 
they  cannot  answer  my  inquiry  as  to  the  Whence  of  all 
things  or  the  whence  of  anything  primal,  save  that  it 
originated  from  something  still  more  primal.  All  they 
know  about  is  a  sort  of  jelly  called  protoplasm — but 
where  did  this  protoplasm  come  from?  Did  it  come  from 
star  mist?  and  how  did  it  come  to  possess  such  marvel¬ 
lous  capacity  to  develop  all  things  from  its  own  lordly 
jellyship?  As  to  the  How,  science,  as  we  have  just  said, 
has  discovered  some  things,  and  it  will  discover  more, 
but  while  it  has  discovered  a  little  something  of  many 
things,  it  has  not  discovered  all  of  anything.  As  to  the 
Whither  of  this  universe  it  knows  nothing,  nor  can  it  tell 
Why  and  for  what  great  and  ultimate  purpose  it  all 
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exists.  But  most  of  all,  sin!  sin!!  again  sin  and  death, 
the  infinite  beyond  and  the  infinite  forever.  Am  I  to 
escape,  and  if  so,  how,  when  and  where?  Science  does 
not  know;  science  does  not  want  to  know;  science  takes 
no  interest  in  such  things.  Science  studies  hard  to  eat, 
drink,  and  be  merry  in  this  world  of  confusion.  Science 
wants  to  pose  as  a  scientist  only,  not  as  a  theologian, 
not  as  an  ethicist,  not  as  a  sinner  seeking  salvation. 
Science,  according  to  its  recent  advanced  teachers,  is 
coming  to  be  a  pantheist  along  with  the  Hindus.  So, 
pilgrim,  get  thee  gone. 

We  have  completed  our  long  and  weary  round  of 
travel.  Our  search  has  ended  in  nothing.  We  are  no 
better  ofif  than  when  we  began.  Physicians  of  no  value 
are  they  all.  Ashes  of  Sodom  are  in  what  they  claimed 
to  be  app’es  of  gold.  Footsore  and  weary  we  come  back. 
Our  pilgrim  stafif  and  pouch  we  toss  on  the  ground,  and 
throw  ourselves  down  beside  them  in  despair.  We  repeat 
the  everlasting  question  of  old, — Whence  then  cometh 
wisdom  and  where  shall  the  place  of  understanding  be 
found  ? 

“But  where  shall  wisdom  be  found  and  where  is  the 
place  of  understanding?  Man  knoweth  not  the  price 
thereof,  neither  is  it  found  in  the  land  of  the  living.  The 
depths  say  it  is  not  in  me,  and  the  sea  saith  it  is  not 
with  me.  It  cannot  be  gotten  for  gold,  neither  shall 
silver  be  weighed  for  the  price  thereof.  It  cannot  be 
valued  with  the  gold  of  Ophir,  with  the  precious  onyx 
or  the  sapphire;  the  gold  and  the  crystal  cannot  equal 
it,  and  the  exchange  of  it  shall  not  be  for  jewels  or  fine 
gold.  No  mention  shall  be  made  of  coral  or  of  pearls, 
for  the  price  of  wisdom  is  above  rubies.  The  topaz  of 
Ethiopia  shall  not  equal  it,  neither  shall  it  be  valued  with 
pure  gold.  Whence  then  cometh  wisdom  and  where  is 
the  place  of  understanding.  Seeing  it  is  hid  from  the 
eyes  of  all  living  and  kept  close  from  the  fowels  of  the 


37 


air.  Destruction  and  death  say  we  have  heard  the  fame 
therof  with  our  ears.” 

The  case  is  not  hopeless ;  there  is  one  teacher  more. 

WHAT  ANSWERS  DO  THE  SCRIPTURES  GIVE? 

We  turn  away  from  Vedic  hymns,  from  Shasters 
and  Upanishads  and  Catanea,  and  Analects,  for  one  and 
the  same  reason  that,  while  they  contain  much  that  is 
good,  yet  for  the  purpose  of  our  present  inquiry,  they 
present  not  the  order  and  fruitfulness  of  a  well  •  culti¬ 
vated  garden  but  the  wildness  and  barrenness  of  a  dreary 
desert  with  nothing  but  its  crop  of  sage  brushes  to  tan¬ 
talize  the  anxious  eye  and  intensify  the  gnawing  diunger. 

We  turn  to  the  book  called  the  Bible.  The  ea.rlier 
parts  of  it  are  ancient,  more  ancdent  than  any  of  the 
hymns  of  the  Vedas,  and  than  any  of  the  Chinese  classics. 
It  does  reply  to  these  great  questions  one  and  a’l.  With 
scientific  details  and  philosophical  formulas  it  does  not 
deal.  They  enter  not  into  its  supreme  and  majestic  pur¬ 
pose.  These  are  left  for  men  of  wisdom  to  “search  out 
and  set  in  order”  for  themselves;  but  in  all  that  relates 
to  an  all-sufficient  primal  cause,  to  intelligent  ends  and 
purposes  in  creation,  to  an  accounting  for  the  origin  of 
sin,  to  a  way  of  escape  from  it  all,  to  a  hope  of  final 
restitution  and  eternal  redemption,  it  is  as  full  and  ex¬ 
plicit  as  any  reasonab’e  being  can  ask  for. 

Its  first  opening  sentence  is  a  blaze  of  sunlight,  “In 
the  beg'nning-  God.”  From  that  on  the  whole  pathway 
of  the  race  is  lit  up  at  every  stage.  The  book  tells  us 
about  just  such  a  Being  as  we  have  been  forced  to  postu¬ 
late,  just  such  a  self-contained  and  all  sufficient  Being, 
himse’f  the  only  self  existent,  as  we  have  been  inquiring 
about ;  the  life  giving  and  the  all  mighty,  whose  “king¬ 
dom  ruleth  over  all.”  It  tells  us  that  by  the  words  of 
this  all  mighty  being  the  worlds  were  framed  so  that 
thhrgs  which  are  seen  were  not  made  of  things  which  do 
appear.  It  accounts  for  the  origin  of  sin.  There  were 
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angelic  beings  of  lofty  dignity  and  amazing  power.  They 
were  created  pure  and  holy ;  they  were  overcome  with  a 
sense  of  their  own  greatness;  they  toppled  over  into  self- 
confidence  and  fell.  When  the  new  race  was  created, 
the  leader  of  this  fallen  host  succeeded  in  inoculating  it 
with  his  own  diabolism,  and  the  reign  of  sin  on  earth 
began.  But  from  it  all  a  ransom  has  been  found  and  a 
deliverer  to  be  testified  in  due  time.  In  the  end  right¬ 
eousness  will  triumph,  more  energy  will  be  imparted 
from  a  new  life-giving  source,  sin  will  come  to  a  finish, 
there  shall  be  no  more  death  and  there  will  be  new 
heavens  and  a  new  earth.  This  strangely  compounded 
book  called  the  Bible,  starts  out  with  man  in  the  garden 
of  God;  then  a  sinner;  then  an  outcast;  then  a  wanderer 
down  into  and  over  across  an  awful  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death ;  then  upward  again,  until  finally  the  regenerated 
part  of  the  race  is  anew  introduced  into  the  garden, 
where  flows  forever  the  river  of  the  water  of  life,  and 
on  the  banks  of  which  grows  the  tree  whose  leaves  are 
for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 

All  this  is  something  tangible.  So  far  as  our  own 
personal  requirements  are  concerned  it  does  furnish 
answers  to  the  questions.  Whence,  How,  Wherefore  and 
Whither;  and  incidentally  it  deos  throw  incontrovertible 
light  on  these  same  questions  as  applied  to  the  universe 
at  large.  It  is  the  only  positive  answer  that  has  ever 
been  given.  “For  of  Him  and  through  Him,  and  to  Him 
are  all  things.” 

Having  thus  come  to  this  book,  we  now  propose  to 
enter  upon  the  study  of  it,  and  to  examine  it  through 
and  through;  to  begin  at  the  beginning  and  to  follow 
its  development  as  one  would  follow  the  course  of  a 
river  from  a  bubbling  spring  in  the  distant  mountains 
down  to  the  coast  where  its  gathering  flood  of  water 
debouch  into  the  il’imitable  ocean.  We  shall  study  its 
doctrine  of  God,  its  doctrine  of  angles,  its  doctrine  of 
man,  its  doctrine  of  sin,  its  doctrme  of  redemption,  and 
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its  doctrine  of  rehabilitation  and  of  “all  things  new.” 
This  is  the  starting  point  of  our  Theology;  and  these 
are  the  lines  along  which  the  structure  is  to  be  built. 
If,  in  it,  we  find  a  complete  and  consistent  unity  of  plan 
worthy  of  the  greatness  of  the  demand,  and  of  the  High 
and  Lofty  One,  who  is  said  to  inhabit  eternity,  and  if 
we  find  that  it  meets  the  needs  of  the  human  intellect, 
the  human  conscience,  and  the  human  heart,  we  shall 
accept  it  as  the  verifying  test  of  ultimate  and  eternal 
truth. 


